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PREFACH. :

Ir is recorded of an ancient author, that while apologiz-
ing for the imperfections of one of his books, he was
interrupted by the inquiry, “ Who asked you to write it ?”
A similar question might be propounded with reference to
the following pages; as also, Where was the material
obtained ? and why is it published? It is proposed
briefly to reply to such queries.

In a varied and somewhat extensive masonic experience
of twenty years and upward, the writer has been in the
habit of amplifying the received lectures in explanation
of the ceremonies of the different degrees, and in elucida-
tion of the symbols used, in order more fully to comply
with the jirst desire expressed by every Mason whom he
has had the honor to initiate. Old and young have fre-
quently urged that some of those explications should be
put on paper that they might become accessible to all.
The catechetical rituals now in use are meagre and bar-
ren, containing no allusion to some truths which are the
very foundation of the system—truths which were first
taught in, and then preserved by, and disseminated
through the mystic associations of men—truths which all
men who love God, their country and their fellow-men
must appreciate.

Among the questions and answers in the old rituals
were the following : ¢ What is Freemasonry ? The science
of sciences. Why so? Because it comprehends within-

(vii)



viii PREFACE.

itself that of all others.” These show the opinions the
brethren of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries enter-
tained of the institution ; and if the definition is correct,
then Masonry is worth investigation by the scientific
mind ; but if it contain nothing more than is expressed in
the catechlsm of the day, if that is all there is in the sys
tem, it is not worth the attention of thinking men. The
rituals are merely auxiliaries in commencing the investiga-
tion of the recondite mysteries concealed in the ceremo-
nies, allegories and symbolisms of the craft.

It is claimed for Freemasonry that it is the most ancient
society in existence ; the proof is necessarily traditional.
The archives of the English Government furnish evidences
of the existence of a society of Masons in the third century ;
documents still in existence prove that the institution of
Free Masons was well known in 1440, and none can ques-
tion that since the year 1717 the society of Free and
Accepted Masons has attracted considerable attention
throughout the world. Tradition carries the masonic
association (not under that name) back to a period long
anterior to the Deluge. In confirmation of these traditions
we have the writings of the ancient sages, which, inde-
pendent of Iloly Writ, afford so many coincidences in
ceremonies, custo}ns, usages, symbols and allegories, be-
tween the ancient mystic or religious associations, and
that which is now termed Freemasonry, as cannot fail to
be convincing to the candid inquirer that the claim to
antiquity is not fallacious.

These traditions and coincidences are interesting and
instructive to the masonic student, but are not accessible
to the mass of the brotherhood. Many of them are col-
lated and presented in the following pages. In doing this
extracts have been freely made from all accessible sources
of information; among the books consulted and -from
which passages have been selected are : The Bible ; Sale’s
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Koran ; Landseer’s Sabean Researches ; Warburton’s Di-
vine Legation; The Patriarchal Ages, Hebrew People.
and Gentile Nations, by George Smith ; Bryant’s Analy-
sis; Cory’s Fragments; Calmet’s Dictionary; Asiatic
Researches ; Egyptian Antiquities ; Godwyn’s Moses and
Aaron ; Maurice’s Indian Antiquities ; Dr. Adam Clark’s
Commentaries ; Jackson’s Chronological Antiquities ; Jo-
sephus’ Antiquities ; Niebuhr’s Travels ; Nineveh and its
Remains ; Dr. Parson’s Remains of Japheth ; Morrison’s
Religious History of Man ; Library of Entertaining Knowls
edge ; Book of Enoch ; Davies’ Druids ; Hale’s Analysis ;
Theology of the Hindoos ; Faber’s Pagan Idolatry ; Ba-
nier’s Mythology ; Antiquities of Palmyra; Dean’s Wor-
ship of the Serpent ; Verstegan’s Restitution of Decayed
Intelligences ; Bartlett’s Jerusalem ; Maundrell’s Journey ;
Wilkinson’s Egypt; Faber’s Mysteries of the Cabiri;
Brand’s Popular Antiquities ; Max Muller’s Science of
Language ; Customs and Ceremonies of the Jews; Tay-
lor’s Egyptian DMonuments; American Enecyclopedia;
Encyclopedia Britannica; Fellow’s Ancient DMysteries ;
etc. Among the masonic writings consulted and extracted
from are those of Anderson, Calcott, Preston, Dalcho,
Clavel, Cole, Webb, Cross, Scott, Rockwell, Albert Pike,
etc.; and especial indebtedness is acknowledged to the
investigations of the two greatest masonic authors of this
or any other age—Dr. Oliver, of England, and Dr. A. G.
Mackey, of Charleston, S. C.

The traditions and coincidences are arranged with refer-
ence to their applicability to the different degrees in the
American system. The book is presented to the public
in the hope that Masons from its perusal will be awakened
to a higher appreciation of the institution, and be induced
to investigate its claims as a scientific society of known
antiquity ; and also the claim of the writer that it was the
original religion of man ; that those by Masons termed
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profane, who perchance have but little faitk in its useful-
ness, may be convinced of the fallacy of their opinions;
and that the critic will candidly examine the evidences
presented, with that charity for the language and style
to which the desire to do good is ever entitled.

St. Pavy, M., January, 1865. AT CHER:

Prruars a few words in explanation of the Frontispiece
may not be amiss.

The design represents the front of a mystic temple—
the entrance is gained by seven steps—the entablature
supported by two columns; by each column stands the
guardian, the one a Mason, the other an Egyptian Priest,
lifting the veil which concealed the Great Mystery, which
is symbolized by the Ineffable Name, within a delta sur-
rounded by rays. Within are three groups of figures.
In the centre group are three persons standing around a
prostrate figure, and holding masonic emblems—a rule, a
square and a hiram ; in the right, the group represents the
perfidy of Typhon, inclosing his brother Osiris in a box
(see page 229); on the left side are two figures represent-
ing Cain and Abel—the archetype of the legend in all the
mysteries ; in front of the entablature is the mystic cheru-
bim described by Ezekiel, the winged Bull of Nimroud,
which is also found depicted in the monuments of Egypt ;
an ancient altar on the opposite corner, and the symbol of
Fraternity in the centre—figures of IHope and Charity
at the base of the columns, with Faith in the centre of the
entablature; and the emblems—corn, wine and oil—on each
side ; at the foot of the steps a grave, beside it lie certain
tools—at the head of the grave. the emblem of Immor-
tality.
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Tradvitions of Freemusonry

AXD

COINCIDENCES WITH THE MYSTERIES.

CHAPTER L

INTRODUCTORY.

Waar is Freemasonry — Why instituted —Most prominent Faects incul-
cated — Necessarily traditional —Symbols might be perverted —He-
brew estimation of their Traditions — Universality of Freemasonry not
founded upon Methods of Recognition — Possesses Legends not found
in Holy Writ— Masonic Legends have reference to sublime Truths —
Tradition of the Delivery of the Oral Law to the People— Interpreta-
tion not intrusted to Books —Symbolic Coincidences between the
Masonic Lodge and the City and Temple of Jernsalem — Mosaic Religion
a Ceremony of Initiation — The Egyptians favored by thie Hebrews —
Traditions of Moses; his Birth — Adoption by an Egyptian Princess —
Educated by the Priests — Presented to the King — Placed his feet
upon the King’s Crown — Priests desire to pnt him to Death — Arabian
Tradition of his Chamber — Initiated into the Egyptiau Mysteries —Ap-
pointed to the command of the Egyptian Army — Destroys the Serpents
of the Desert — Conquers the Ethiopians — Marries an Ethiopian Prin-
cess — His character — Renounces the honors of the Egyptian Court —
Slays an Egyptian — Imprisoned — Miraculously escapes Punishment
— Flees to Midian — Protects the Daughters of Jethro — Becomes his
Shepherd — Hindoo Tradition — Moses identical with Vishnu.

Toe Order known as Freemasonry appears to have
been instituted as a vehicle to preserve and transmit an
account of the miraculous dealings of the Most High
with his people in the infancy of the world ; for at that
early period Freemasonry may be identified with religion.

The ‘identity of the Masonic Institution with the
Ancient Mysteries is obvious from the striking coinci-

(13)
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dences found to exist between them, The latter were a
gecret religious worship, and the depository of religion,
science and art. Tradition dates the origin of the
mysteries back to the earliest period of time, and makes
it coeval with the organization of society.

But the order of Freemasonry goes further than did
the Ancient Mysteries ; while it embodies all that is valu-
able in the institutions of the past, it embraces within
its circle all that is good and true of the present, and
thus becomes a conservator as well as a deposifory of
religion, science and art.

The most prominent facts which Freemasonry incul-
cates, directly or by implication, are these : That there is
a God ; that he created man and placed him in a state
of perfect happiness in Paradise; that he forfeited this
supreme felicity by disobedience to the Divine commands
at the suggestion of a Serpent Tempter, and was expelled
from the Garden of Eden and became subject to the pen-
alty of death ; that, to alleviate his repentant contrition,
a divine revelation was communicated to him that man
should be placed in a condition for restoration to his
favor by means of a mediator ; that, although the body
was subject to the penalty of death, it should rise again,
and that the spirit was immortal ; that for the increasing
wickedness of man God sent a deluge to purge the earth
of its corruptions ; that when it was re-peopled by means
of eight persons who were saved in the ark, he renewed
his gracious covenant with several of the patriarchs;
delivered his people from Egypt ; led them in the wilder-
ness ; brought them to the promised land, and instituted
a tabernacle and temple worship which contained the
most indisputable types of the religion which the Messiah
should reveal and promulgate.
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Thus, without any reference to forms and modes of
faith, it furnishes a series of indirect evidences, which
silently operate to establish the great and general prin-
ciples of religion, and points to that triumphant system
which was the object of all preceding dispensations, and
must ultimately be the sole religion of the human race,
because it is the only religion in which the plan of salva-
tion is clearly developed. -

The first series of historical facts after the fall of man
must necessarily have been traditional, and transmitted
from father to son by oral communication. The facts or
legends thus communicated would be entitled to the
greatest degree of credence, while those that were com-
mitted to the custody of symbols, which it is probable
many of the collateral legends would be, were in great
danger of perversion, because the truth could only be
ascertained by those persons who were intrusted with
the secret of their interpretation. And if the symbols
were of doubtful character, and carried a double mean-
ing, as many of the Egyptian hieroglyphics of a subse-
quent age actually did, the legends which they embodied
might sustain very considerable alteration in eighteen or
nineteen hundred years, although passing through very
few hands.

The Hebrews consider their traditions of more intrin-
sic value than the Holy Scriptures, attaching greater
weight and authority to them than to the written word
of God. Thus it is stated in their writings, that “the
words of the scribes are lovely above the words of the
law ; that the words of the law are weighty and light,
but the words of the scribes are all weighty ; that the
words of the elders are weightier than the words of the
prophets.” (By “the words of the scribes ” and “the words
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of the elders,” they mean the traditions- delivered to
them by their scribes and elders.) And in other places,
that “the written text is only as water, but the Mishna
and Talmud (in which are contained their traditions) are
as wine and hippocras.” And again, that “the written
law is only as salt, but the Mishna and Talmud are pep-
per and sweet spices.”

To found the universality of Freemasonry upon the
few traditional S... T.. W.",, which we are taught in the
initiatory degrees, is flying in the face of masonic experi-
ence, and of our universally-spread doctrines, and is in
opposition to the first principles of the craft. It isad-
mitted that we are in possession of numerous legends
which are not found in Holy Writ, but being of very
ancient date are entitled to consideration, although the
authenticity of some of them may be questioned; yet we
regard it as interesting and useful to gather up the tra-
ditional notices of the Early Ages, which, floating down-
ward on the stream of time, have been arrested and pre-
served for our meditation and instruction.

Our system of typical or legendary tradition adds to
the dignity of the institution by its general reference to
sublime truths, which were considered necessary to its
existence or its consistency ; although some of the facts,
how pure soever at their first promulgation, may have
been distorted and perverted by passing through a multi-
tude of hands in their transmission, amidst the political
fluctuations of the earth and the downfall of mighty
states and empires.

As an example of perseverance in the acquirement of
information by oral instruction, we copy the Rabbinical
tradition of the mode adopted by Moses to impress the
principles of the oral law upon the Children of Israel.
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‘When Moses had descended from Mount Sinai, and
had spoken to the people, he retired to his tent. Here
he was visited by Aaron, to whom, sitting at his feet, he
recited the law and its explanation as he had received
it from God. Aaron then rose and seated himself on the
right hand of Moses.

Elecazer and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron, now entered
the tent, and Moses repeated to them all that he had
communicated to their father; after which they seated
themselves, one on the left hand of Moses and the other
on the right hand of Aaron. Then went in the seventy
elders, and Moses taught them in the same manner as he
had taught Aaron and his sons. Afterward, all of the
congregation who desired to know the Divine will came
in, and to them also Moses recited the law and its
interpretation, in the same manner as before. The law,
thus orally delivered by Moses, had now been heard four
times by Aaron, three times by his sons, twice by the
seventy elders, and once by the rest of the people. After
this, Moses withdrawing, Aaron repeated all that he had
heard from Moses and retired; then Eleazer and
Ithamar repeated it and also withdrew ; and finally, the
same thing was done by the seventy elders ; so that each
of them having heard the law repeated four times, it
was thus finally fixed in their memories.

The interpretation of the written code is said to have
been delivered to Moses at the same time with the latter,
aceompanied by the Divine command : “Thou shalt not
divulge the words which I have said to thee out of my
mouth.” The oral law was therefore never intrusied
to books ; but being preserved in the memories of the
judges, prophets, priests, and other wise men, was
handed down, from one to the other, through a long sue-
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cession of ages, to the time when the Rabbi Judah col:
lected them and committed them to writing.

There are many symbolisms which identify a Free-
mason’s Lodge with the City and Temple of Jernsalem.

1. The city was built on the high hills of Sion and
Moriah, and near the deep valley of Jehoshaphat ; our
Lodge is symbolically constructed on the highest hills or
in the lowest valleys.

2. The Temple was built duc east and west; sois a
Mason’s Lodge.

3. The Temple was an oblong square, and its ground
was holy ; such are the form and ground of the Lodge.

4. The Cherubims of the Mercy-seat were surmounted
by a crown of glory; and our Lodge in like manner is
covered with a clouded canopy.

5. The work was constructed by the aid of three
Grand Masters; there are three principal officers of a
Lodge, and without the presence of all three no Lodge
can be opened for the transaction of business.

6. Like the Temple, our Lodge is founded on the
mercies of JEHOVAH ; consecrated in his name, dedicated
to his honor, and from the foundation to the cap-stone
it proclaims “glory to God in the highest, peace on
earth, good will toward men.”

These coincidences might be multiplied almost through
the whole minutiee of building, but sufficient for the
present. The coincidences in ceremonies attendant upon
the Temple worship are still more remarkable ; some of
these will be noticed as the work progresses.

In a German work, entitled the “ Ilebrew Mysteries, or
the Oldest Religious I'reemasonry,” it is affirmed that “ the
Mosaic religion was an initiation into mysteries, the
principal form and regulations of which were borrowed
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by Moses from the secrets of the old Egyptians.” Jose-
phus says, that “ the high and sublime knowledge which
the Gentiles with difficulty attained in the celebration of
their mysteries, was habitually taught to the Jews at all
times.” In the law of Moses a deference is paid to the
Egyptians, and the Israelites were ordered to look upon
them with an eye of favor ; nay, they were permitted to
enter the sanctuary after the second generation.

It had been predicted by one of the magicians of
Egypt—so says tradition—that a Hebrew child would
be born, who should prove a scourge to the Egyptians
and advance his own nation to great worldly glory. . The
edict for the destruction of the male Hebrew children
was therefore strictly enforced. Moses was saved by
the ingenuity of his mother, and became the favorite of
the Egyptian princess, who adopted him and educated
him in every princely accomplishment, and placed him
under the especial tuition of a learned priesthood. Here
he was instructed in the arts and sciences and the pecu-
liar mysteries of religion.

A tradition quoted by Josephus says, that the “ princess,
having no child, adopted Moses and brought him while a
child to her father ; and, admiring both the beauty of his
person and the promising appearance of a genius in him,
wished he would appoint him to be his successor, if she
should have no children ; that the king hereupon, in a
pleasant humor, put his erown upon the child’s head,
and that Moses took it off and laid it upon the ground,
turning it about with his feet. One of the priests in at-
tendance thought his actions ominous and was earnest
to have him killed, as a person that would be fatally mis-
chievous to the Egyptian crown ; but the princess again
saved him from destruction.”
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There is a curious Arabian tradition respecting a
monolith chamber which formed a part of the palace in
which Moses was brought up. It was called the Green
Chamber, and is thus described asbeing found among the
ruins of Memphis: It is made of a single stone, nine
cubits (about fiftcen feet) high, eight long and seven
broad. In the middle of the stone a niche or hole is
hollowed out, which leaves two cubits of thickness for
the sides, as well as for the top and bottom, All the
rest forms the interior capacity of the chamber. It is
quite covered, both outside and inside, with intaglios in
relief. On the outside is the figure of the sun in the
east, and a great number of stars, spheres, men and
animals. The men are represented in different attitudes,
some stationary, others moving ; some have their dresses
tucked up to allow them to work, others carry materials,
and some are giving orders. It is evident that these
representations refer to important things, remarkable
actions, and represent, under emblems, very profound
secrets. This niche was firmly fixed on supports of mas-
sive granite, and placed in a magnificent temple con-
structed of enormous stones, put together with the most
perfect art.

It is well known that there was a species of knowledge
in the Egyptian mysteries, which was communicated to
none but those who were intended for the throne or
priesthood. This knowledge was vailed in allegory and
illustrated by symbols and hieroglyphics of very expres-
sive character and import, and was carefully concealed
from all who were not deemed worthy of initiation. It
was indeed an institution of scerecy, which included
many important doctrines, and particularly those of the
Divine Unity and a future state. Moses could not have
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been left in ignorance of this mysterious knowledge,
becaase, as he himself informs us, he was acquainted
with “all the learning of Egypt.” When arrived at
man’s estate, he was intrusted with the command of
armies and fought with distinguished bravery.

The Ethiopians had made war upon and overran a
large part of Egypt, carrying their victorious arms to the
city of Memphis itself, and the whole people were antici-
pating subjugation. In this strait recourse was had to
their oracles, who promised victory, provided Moses the
Hebrew was placed in command of the army.

The response of the oracle met the approbation of the
sacred scribes of both the Egyptians and the Hebrews ;
that of the former, because they hoped that they would be
relieved of their enemies by his valor, and that he would
be slain ; that of the latter, because, as he was of their
own people, they hoped that he would deliver them from
their Egyptian bondage.

To meet the enemy Moses had the choice of two
routes—one by land, which was deemed impraeticable on
account of the deserts being infested with such multitudes
of venomous serpents ; the other by the river, but there
the enemy had made ample preparation. He chose the
land route, and to remedy the great difficulties he caused
baskets to be made and filled them with ibes, and carried
them along with his army.

The 1BIS was a sacred bird among the Egyptians,
because of its peculiar enmity to the serpent kind, and
the avidity with which it devoured them. As soon as
Moses came to the land which was the breeder (see
Josephus) of these serpents he let loose the ibes, and
by that means repelled the serpents, and his army was
thus enabled to surprise the Ethiopians; their army
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was routed and driven out of Egypt. Moses, pursu-
ing them, carried the war into their own country, cap-
turing many of their cities, and laying siege to their
capital, Saba. The city was on an island encompassed,
as it were, by three rivers, and further protected by
great walls, ramparts, ete., and was regarded as impreg-
nable.

Both tradition and sacred history say that Moses
was of extraordinary beauty, and that is the reason as-
signed for his adoption by Thermuthis, the princess of
Egypt. « The daughter of the Ethiopian king, sceing
Moses from the city walls, fell deeply in love with him,
and, sending by one of her most trusty servants, offered
herself in marriage. Moses assented to the proposition,
on condition that she would procure the delivery of the
city to him, confirming the assurance by an oath. By
that means he obtained possession of the city, and, after
consummating his marriage with Tharbis, he led the
Egyptians to their own land.

But, whatever intellectual power, learned acquire-
ments or personal prowess united to constitute and ele-
vate the character of Moses, they did not form the finest
feature of his greatness ; this is to be found in his faith.
It was this which led him to renounce all the honor and
aggrandizement which had been placed within his reach,
and to prefer persecution and suffering in company with
the people of God.

Moses, notwithstanding his adoption into the family of
Pharaoh, was well acquainted with his Hebrew origin,
and equally so with the religious faith and predicted
destiny of the house of his fathers. It is scarcely pos-
sible to conceive of a position better calculated to test
an enlightened and ingenious mind, than that in which
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he at this time stood. Elevated to prominent dignity in
the Egyptian court, and heir-apparent to the crown, not
only honor, but pleasure and wealth, spread their fas-
cinating attractions before him. And his. mind clearly
apprehended all their variety and extent. But, on the
other hand, he felt his natural connectién with the He-
brews, in all their persecution and affliction, and identified
his condition and destiny with theirs.

There is reason to believe that, even at this early
period, having made this sacrifice, he had reccived an
impression that he should be the instrument of delivering
his brethren from their cruel bondage. He was there-
fore prepared, to some extent, to interest himself in their
deliverance, and soon had an opportunity of manifesting
his zeal. Having looked on their burdens, marked well,
and with painful emotions, the severity of their toil and
privation, he saw “an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, one
of his brethren,” and thinking himself unobserved he
espoused the cause of the injured and slew the oppressor.

Moses hoped that the impression made on his own
mind had been accompanied with similar convictions on
the minds of his Hebrew brethren. But their conduct
convinced him of his error ; and, presuming that this re-
port would soon reach the ears of Pharaoh, he fled from
Egypt and went to the land of Midian, where he re-
mained forty years.

An old Rabbinical tradition says that Moses was ac-
tually imprisoned for the killing of the Egyptian, and
condemned to be beheaded ; but that, when he should
have suffered, his neck became as hard as ivory, and the
sword rebounded on the executioner.

Other traditions of Moses relate the manner of his es-
cape from Egypt—that the road pursued was determined
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by augury ; that, resting near a well, he protected the
seven daughters of Jethro from some shepherds who at-
tempted to drive them and their flocks from the well ;
that in consequence thereof Jethro invited him to his
house, and, through the solicitations of his daughters,
Jethro employed him as a keeper of his flocks, where he
remained many years and until called by God to deliver
the Children of Israel from their Egyptian bondage.

There is a Hindoo tradition of Vishnu, which shows a
remarkable coincidence of eircumstance between events
in his life and those of Moses.

Vishnu, who was the second person in the Indian
Trinity, so soon as he was born was exposed in a great
river, to prevent his falling a victim to the king’s anger,
who was resolved to put him to death the moment he
should come into the world. The river, out of venera-
tion for the child, smoothed its surface and would not
suffer its waters to hurt so precious a charge. The child
was taken out of this inconstant element and brought up
among shepherds. e afterward married with the
daughters of those shepherds, and for a long time kept
the flocks of hig father-in-law. The young man soon
distinguished himself from the rest of his companions,
who elected him for their chief, when he performed won-
ders in protecting the flocks and those that kept them.
He put to death the king who had threatened them with
a bloody war, and was pursued by his enemies ; when,
finding himself unable to make head against them, he
withdrew toward the sea, which immediately contracted
its waters to open them a passage, and thereby over-
whelmed all his pursuers, by which means he escaped
their cruelty.
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MeTAL Tools, Temples and Altars polluted in their Construction by the use
of — Tradition of the Ishmaelites relative to the Building of Solomon’s
Temple — Hebrew Tradition relative to the same — Erected without
noise, a Mahommedan Tradition — Zennar or Cable-Tow of the Indian
Mysteries — Cable-Tow, derivation of the Masonic term -— Discalceation
a Hebrew Ceremony — Why practiced by Masons — Submission to Law
runs through the whole system — Darkness an Emblem of Death —
Initiations performed in Caverns — Guarded by a Janitor or Tyler —
Traditions of the Three Knocks used by Noah -— Tests of Fortitude —
Trust — Circumambulation practiced in the Initiatory Ceremonies of
the Greeks, Romans, Hindoos and Druids —From East to West —
Traditions that Arts and Sciences originated in the East and traveled
‘West — Tradition relative to the same — Obligations, manner and form
of Taking and of Confirming -—Joining of Right Hands a token of Love,
of Friendship, and of Fidelity — Traditions of the Goddess Fides — Use
of the Right Hand, Scriptural examples — Pythagoras’ caution — Used
by the Early Christians — Antiquity of the Usage — Brought to Light —
Explication of Ceremonies and Coincidences — Deacons, when the
Office was Introduced — Tradition of the Rod of Moses — The Rod as a
Symbol of Power — Traditions — Wand of the Magician — Apron — By
the Ancients was universally received as an Emblem of Truth — Exam-
ples of its use — The Apron the original Standard of Persia.

THERE appears to have been a peculiar pollution at-
tached to the use of mefal tools in the construction of
earthly temples. The Almighty commanded Moses from
the Mount to raise a simple altar of earth; and if that
should not prove sufficiently permanent, he was directed
to form it of unhewn stone, lest it should be polluted by
the use of an iron tool. And David, long afterward,
lamented the destruction of the intended temple, which
he foresaw would be effected by the axes and hammers
of the surrounding idolaters. The temple itself, though

@7
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an unequaled monument of riches and architectural
magnificence, was put together without the assistance of
ax, hammer, or any metal tool.

The Ishmaeclites have a tradition which originated in
the fact that the temple was built of stone and timber
prepared in the quarries of Tyre and forests of Lebanon,
conveyed by the way of Joppa to Jerusalem, and there
put together by such a process that nothing was known
among the workmen but harmony and peace, and that
the stones had been prepared with such perfeet accuracy
that when fitted together the joints could not be dis-
covered.

The Hebrews have a tradition that the stones were
not framed and polished by human industry, but by a
worm called samir, which God created for that purpose ;
and that the stones came together of their own accord,
and were put together by angels.

The Mahommedans have a tradition that Solomon,
who was very much annoyed by the noise made in the
working of metals, offered an imprisoned genii his
liberty, provided he would indicate the means whereby
the hardest metals might be worked without noise. “I
myself know of no such,” replied Sachr ; “but the raven
will best be able to advise thee. Take only the eggs
from a raven’s nest and cover them with a erystal bowl,
and thou shalt seec how the mother-bird will cut it
through.”

Solomon followed Sachr’s advice. A raven came and
flew about the bowl, but finding that she could not get
aceess to the eggs she flew away, and a few hours after-
ward re-appeared with a stone in her beak called
samur, which had no sooner touched the bowl than it
fell in two halves.
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Solomon procured a number of these stones, and di-
iding them among the workmen they were enabled to
ontinue their labors without the slightest mnoise or
confusion.

In the O1d Leetures itis said, “ He that is truly square,
well polished, and uprightly fixed, is qualified to be a

member of our most honorable society. He that trusteth
such a person with any engagement is freed from all
trouble and anxiety about the performance of it, for he
is faithful to his trust; his words are the breathings of
his heart, and he is an utter stranger to deceit.

In the Mysteries of India, the aspirant was invested
with a consecrated sash or girdle, which he was directed
to wear next his skin. It was manufactured with many
mysterious ceremonies, and said to possess the power of
preserving the wearer from personal danger. It con-
sisted of a cord composed of ¢hree times three threads
twisted together and fastened at the end with a knot,
and was called zennar. Hence comes our Cable-tow. It
was an emblem of their triune Deity, the remembrance
of whom we also preserve in many of our symbols. The
Masonic word Cable-tow is said to be derived from the
Hebrew word ymbar Kua-Bie-Tuv—* his pledge,” as
used in Ezekiel xviii. 7.

Among the ancients the ceremony of discalceation, or
the pulling off a shoe, indicated reverence for the pres-
ence of God. This custom was also expressive of the
cement of a bargain or contract, the party conveying
away a right or privilege took off a shoe and gave it to
his neighbor as a pledge of his fidelity. Among the
Hebrews it was a token of renunciation. Thus the
kinsman of Ruth renounced his claim upon her in favor
of Boaz. We read in Ruth iv. 7: “Now this was the
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manner in former time in Israel, concerning redeeming
and concerning changing, for to confirm all things: a
man plucked off his shoe and gave it to his neighbor ;
and this was a testimony in Israel.” The use of the
shoe in this instance is sufficiently intelligible ; the taking
off the shoe denoting the relinquishment of the right and
the dissolution of the obligation in the one instance, and
its transfer in the other. The use of this ceremony
among Masons indicates that the initiate agrees to sur-
render his own will in all that relates to the order and
become obedient to its ancient laws.

The principle of submission and obedience runs through
the whole system and constitutes one of the greatest
safeguards of our institution. The Mason is obedient to
* the Master, the Master and Lodge to the Grand Lodge,
and this in its turn to the old landmarks and ancient
regulations of the order. Thus is a due degree of subor-
dination kept up, and the institution preserved in its
primitive purity. It must not be lost sight of that the
government of Masonry is unlike all other governments
now in existence, and approaches very nearly the struc-
ture of the pure theocracy once prevalent among the
chosen people. The theory of such a government con-
templates implicit faith in the wisdom, and obedience to
the liberty of its head. We may not call in question
the propriety of this organization; if we would be
Masons, we must yield private judgment. “To the law
and to the testimony—if any man walk not by this rule,
it is because there is no light in him.”

The language of the kinsman of Ruth would indicate
that such was an ancient custom, and as we do not find
it among the written instructions of Moses, it must have
come down from remote antiquity by oral tradition.
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This subject will be more fully noticed when treating of
the ceremonies of the Royal Arch.

In every country under heaven the initiations were
performed in caverns, either natural or artificial, and
darkness was honored with peculiar marks of veneration,
by reason of its supposed priority of existenee. “ And
God said, Let there be light: and there was light.”
Light was an emblem of life, and Darkness of death;
and Death was a prelude to resurrection. It will at
once be seen, therefore, in what manner the doctrine of
the resurrection was inculcated and exemplified in these
remarkable institutions of the ancients.

The entrance to the caverns was guarded by a
janitor armed with a drawn sword, to prevent unlaw-
ful intrusion, and to see that the candidate went
through his probation with becoming fortitude and per-
severance.

The Eastern Christians had a curious tradition de-
rived probably from some ceremony in the mysteries,
which were decidedly arkite, that when God ordered
Noah to build the Ark, he also directed him to make an
instrument of wood, such as is used in the East at this
day instead of bells to call the people to worship, and
named, in Arabic, nakus, which he was to strike three
times every day, not only to eall together the workmen
that were building the Ark, but to give him an oppor-
tunity of daily admonishing them of the impending dan-
ger of the deluge.

The probation of a candidate in ancient times em-
braced many important particulars; but principally his
fortitude and constancy were severely tried by the
application of—sometimes an iron instrument heated
red hot ; at others the point of a sword or other sharp
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weapon, while he himself was deprived of all means of
defense and protection.

Freemasonry is a system based upon the knowledgo
and acknowledgment of God, who is the creator of the
world and the author and giver of every good and per-
fect gift ; the vehicle which has brought down from the
antediluvian world the primitive religion of man. It
must not, however, be mistaken for a religious sect, al-
though it embraces that universal system in which all
men agree, while the infidel and atheist are excluded
because they prefer the dangerous alternative of dis-
believing the Divine existence.

The trust of a Mason is in the most high God, as a
basis which can never fail and a rock which never can
be shaken, and will sustain and protect him under all the
trials, difficulties and dangers while traveling through
this vale of tears.

In the rite of circumambulation we find another core-
mony borrowed from the ancient Freemasonry that was
practiced in the mysteries. Inancient Greece, when the
priests were engaged in the rite of sacrifice, they and the
people always walked three times round the altar while
singing a sacred hymn. Inmaking this procession great
care was taken to move in imitation of the course of the
sun. For this purpose they commenced at the cast, and
passing on by the way of the south to the west, and
thence by the north, they arrived at the east again. By
this means, as it will be observed, the right hand was al-
ways nearest the altar.

Among the Romans the ceremony of circumambula-
tion was always used in the rites of sacrifice, of expiation,
or purification. Thus Virgil describes Corynceus as
purifving his companions at the funeral of Misenus, by



COINCIDENCES WITH THE MYSTERIES. 33

passing three times around them while aspersing them
with the lustral waters, and to do so convenicntly it was
necessary that he should have moved with his right hand
toward them. ‘

Among the Hindoos the same rite of circumambulation
has always been practiced. As an instance, we may cite
the ceremonies which are required to be performed by a
Brahmin upon first rising from bed in the morning. The
priest having first adored the sun, while directing his
face to the east, then walks toward the west by the way
of the south, saying at the same time, ¢ Ifollow the course
of the sun,” which he thus explains: “ As the sun in his
course moves round the world by the way of the south,
so do I follow that luminary, to obtain the benefit arising
from a journey round the carth by the way of the south.”

The same ceremony was in use in the Druidical rites.
The priests always made three circuits, from east to west,
by the right hand, around the altar, accompanied by all
the worshipers.

Blue Masonry has retained the circuits, but has utterly
lost the explanation ; which is, that in the mysteries the
candidate invariably represented the sun descending
southward toward the reign of the evil principle, Ahri-
man Siva or Typhon (darkness and winter); then fig-
uratively to be slain, and after a few days to rise again
from the dead and commence to ascend to the northward.

It will be well for the masonic student, in tracing
these analogies, to constantly bear in mind that in the
rite of circumambulation, the number of revolutions may
and does vary according to different contingencies, al-
though, of course, the number three is most important as
a mystic and sacred number, but that at all times the

ceremony must be performed with the course of the sun,
DA
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turning to the right and having the altar on the right
hand.

The masonic symbolism is, that the circumambulation
and the obstructions at various points refer to the labors
and difficulties of the student in his progress from in-
tellectual darkness or ignorance to intellectual light or
truth.

The idea of the existence of an enlightened people who
lived at a remote era, and came from the east, was a
very prevalentnotion among the ancient traditions. Eze-
kiel in verse 2, chapter xliii. says: “The glory of the
God of Israel came from the way of the east.” Adam
Clark says: “ All knowledge, all religion, and all arts
and sciences have traveled according to the course of
the sun from east to west.” Bazot tellsus (in his Manuel
du Franc-Macon, page 154,) that “ the veneration which
Masons entertain for the east confirms an opinion pre-
viously announced, that the religious system of Masonry
came from the east, and has reference to the primitive
religion, whose first occupation was the worship of the
sun.” The masonic reader will recollect the answer
given in the Leland MSS. to the question respecting the
origin of Masonry, namely : “It did begin with the first
men in the east, which were before the first men of the
west ; and coming westerly, it hath brought herewith
all comforts to the wild and comfortless.”

The Talmudists make the same allusions to the su-
periority of the east,and one of the traditions says:
“ Adam was created with his face toward the east, that
he might behold the light and the rising sun, whence the
east to him was the anterior part of the world.”

An oath taken with the face toward the east was
deemed more solemu and binding than when taken with
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the face toward any other cardinal point. Oaths were
variously confirmed : by lifting up the hands to heaven,
by placing them on the altar, or on a stone, or in the
hands of the person administering the oath, etc. ; and a
most solemn method of confirming an oath was by placing
a drawn sword across the throat of the person to whom
it was administered, and invoking heaven, earth and sea
to witness the ratification.

It was the custom to add a solemn imprecation to
their oaths, either for the satisfaction of the person by
whom the oath was imposed, or to lay a more inviolable
obligation on themselves, lest they should at any time
repent of their purpose and take contrary measures to
what they then resolved upon. The person who took the
oath in some of the mysterious rites was to be upon his
bare knees, with a naked sword pointed to his throat.

Among the Druids it was a necessary duty of the
bards to unsheath the sword against those who had for-
feited their obligation by divulging any of the secrets of
the order. In this respect their custom was the same
as that of all other nations. Thus, in the introduction
to Llywarch Hen, we find that the custom was to “call
upon the delinquent three times, proclaiming that the
sword was naked against him.” The same ceremony
was used in the Eleusinian mysteries.

Among the Greeks the east was considered the right
side of the world, and the west the left; whence the
right hand was held in greater honor than the left. On
serious occasions they used to swear by their right hand
on their head.

There could not possibly have been devised a more
significant token of love, friendship, integrity and hon-
esty than the joining of right hands; in all ages and
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among all nations it has been deemed an important sym-
bol to represent the virtue of fidelity. Among the an-
cients the right hand and fidelity to an obligation were
almost deemed synonymous terms. Thus, among the
Romans, the expression “fallere dextram,” to betray the
right hand, also signified to viclate faith, and “jungere
dextras,” fo join right hands, meant, o give a mutual
pledge. Among the Hebrews, Rk tamin, the right hand,
was derived from 7z aman, to be faithful ; the left hand
is Hnnw semol, which Simonis says was derived from
5w simelah, an outer covering or garment, hecause
the left hand was covered by the exterior robe, while the
right hand being uncovered was used as the pledge of
fidelity and sincerity, and hence derived its name, as we
have just said, from the word signifying to be faithful.

The joining of right hands was esteemed, among the
Persians and Parthians, as conveying a most inviolable
obligation of fidelity. Hence, when King Artabanus de-
sired to hold a conference with his revolted subject
Asineus, who was in arms against him, he dispatched a
messenger to him with the request, who said to Asineus,
“The king hath sent me to give you hig right hand and
security,” that is, a promise of safety in coming and going.
And when Asineus sent his brother Asileus to the pro-
posed conference, the king met him and gave him his
right hand, upon which Josephus remarks: “ This is of
the greatest force there with all these barbarians, and
affords a firm security to those who hold intercourse with
them, for none of them will deceive, when once they have
given you their right hands; nor will any one doubt of
their fidelity, when that once is given, even though they
were before suspected of injustice.”

Valerius Maximus tells us that the ancients had a
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moral deity whom they called Fides. Her temple was
first consecrated by Numa. Fides was a goddess of
honesty or fidelity ; and the writer adds, when they
promised any thing of old they gave the right hand to
pledge it, as we do, and therefore she is represented as
giving her hand and sometimes her two hands conjoined.
Chartarius more fully describes this by observing that
the proper residence of faith or fidelity was thought by
the ancients to be in the right hand. And therefore
. this deity was sometimes represented by two right hands
Jjoined together ; sometimes by two little images shaking
each other’s right hand, so that the right hand was by
them held sacred, and was symbolically made use of in a
solemn manner to denote fidelity.

In the Scriptures we find frequent references to the
use of the right hand, either in confirmation of an agree-
ment or as an emblem of truth and fidelity. Thus St.
Paul says: “ When James, Cephas, and John, who seemed
to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto
me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of
fellowship, that we should go unto the heathen, and they
wnto the circumcision.” In Psalms it is said, “ Their
right hand is a right hand of falsehood,” that is to say,
they 1ift up their right hand to swear to what is not true.

This lifting up the right hand was, in fact, the universal
mode adopted among both Jews and Pagans in taking an
oath. The custom is certainly older than the days of
Abram, who said to the king of Sodom, “I have lift
up mine hand unto the Lord, the most high God, the pos-
sessor of heaven and earth, that I will not take any thing
that is thine.” The mode of expression shows that the
uplifting of the right hand was a familiar emblem, and
recognized as an evidence of truth.
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In all contracts or agreements it was usual to take
each other by the right hand, that being the manner of
plighting faith. And this was done either out of respect
for the number Zen, as some say, there being ten fingers
on the two hands, or because such a conjunction was a
token of amity and concord, whence at all friendly meet-
ings they joined hands as a sign of the union of their
souls.

It was one of the cautions of Pythagoras to his disci-
ples, “ Take heed to whom you offer your right hand ;”
which is thus explained by Iamblichus: “ Give not your
right hand easily; that is, draw not toward you im-
proper and uninitiated persons by giving them your right
hand ; for to such as have not been long tried by repeated
disciplines and doctrines, and who have not proved
themselves fit to participate in the mysteries by a quin-
quennial silence and other trials, the right hand ought
not to be given.” Pythagorashad a similar moral refer-
ence to the right foot. One of his symbols was : “ Pluck
off your right shoe first, put your left foot first into the
basin ;” by which he exhorted his disciples to active
prudence. The 7ight represented good actions, which
ought to be performed; and the lef¢ bad ones, which
ought to be laid aside and rejected.

Since the introduction of Christianity the use of the
right hand in contracting an oath has been continued,
but instead of extending it to heaven, or seizing with it
a horn of the altar, it is now directed to be placed upon
the Holy Seriptures, which is the universal mode at this
day in all Christian countries.

The antiquity of this usage may be learned from the
fact that the code of the Emperor Theodosius, adopted
about the year 438, the placing of the right hand on the



COINCIDENCES WITH THE MYSTERIES. 39

Gospels is alluded to, and in the code of Justinian, whose
date is the year 529, the ceremony is distinctly laid down
as a necessary part of the formality of the oath.

When brought to light the allegory is complete. He
sees around him a band of brothers, bound to protect
and defend him. The obligations %e has assumed, they
and every Mason in the world have assumed toward
him. He is now one of the brotherhood, bound by its
laws, and enlisted as a soldier against ignorance and
vice. The Master, for the time, is entitled fo respect,
veneration and obedience, as the unquestioned authority
in his lodge.

The candidate has represented man when he had
sunken from his original lofty estate into what is most
improperly styled a state of nature, and, like the rough
ashler, unfit to form a part of the spiritual temple. He
maintained the same character in the ancient mysteries.
Emphatically a@ profane, enveloped in darkness, poor and
destitute of spiritual knowledge, and emblematically
naked. The material darkness which is produced by
..... is an emblem of the darkness of his soul. Ze
is deprived of every thing that has @ value and where-
with he could purchase food, to indicate his ntter desti-
tution of the mental wealth of primitive truth. In this
degree he undergoes only physical tests, and receives
clementary moral instruction. As yet he takes upon
himself no duty but secrecy. He still remains in the
dark quarier of the lodge, though not in the north, but half-
way toward the east, the place of light.

He is not exposed to the fearful trials which awaited
the candidate for initiation into the mysteries. He passes
through no gloomy forests, or long labyrinthine caves;
he meets no hideous spectres ; he is stunned and alarmed
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oy no fearful noises; he ineurs no danger. A few soli
tary moments in reflection and prayer, a short time
passed in darkness, a few uncertain steps, a few obstacles
to overcome, are all ; and he enters the temple of truth
and virtue.

The journeys and trials of the candidate are an em-
blem of human life. Man enters feeble and naked upon
aroad full of dangers and pitfalls. The ignorance of
the fancy, the fiery passions of youth, the troubles and
agitations of mature age, the infirmities of old age, are
so many evils which assail him and which philosophy
alone can aid him against. Defenseless in a world of
trouble, what would become of him without the assist-
ance of his brethren ?

The duties of the Deacons in lodges are well known.
The office was instituted about A. ». 1800, to relieve
the Wardens of a portion of the duties previously per-
formed by them. Their badge is & rod or wand. An
old tradition preserved in the Talmud says of the rod
of Moses: “This rod, or staff, had its origin in the Gaz-
den of Eden. When our first parents fell from their
original state of innocence and were expelled from
Paradise, Adam, bending under the oppression of guilt,
supported his weary limbs by taking in his hand a
branch of the fatal tree which had oecasioned his dis-
grace. This was permitted by Jehovah when he gave
him the promise of a Redeemer ; and it was afterward
miraculously preserved for a particular purpose. By
Adam it was bequeathed to Methuselah, the son of
Enoch, who transferred it to Noah, and he preserved it
in the Ark. It then passed into the possession of his
grandson Mizraim, who founded the city of Memphis,
and he deposited it in the celebrated college there, where
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it continued unnoticed for many generations. But when
Jethro was consecrated, and sent forth by this college to
be a priest of Midian, he took with him this miraculous
rod, under the impression that it possessed some extra-
ordinary properties. It appears, however, that he de-
rived no benefit from it, for shortly after his arrival in
the country, chancing to strike the lower end of this rod
into the soil of his garden, to his great astonishment he
found himself unable to withdraw it. But it was subse-
quently revealed to him in a dream, or vision, that the
rod should remain immovable until God should send a
person to take it away, in whose hands it would be a
symbol of the power and glory of the Almighty.

When Moses had slain the tyrannical Egyptian he fled
for concealment and safety to Jethro, and as they were
walking together in the garden, privately conversing
upon the subject of his flight, Moses, apparently by acci-
dent, laid bis hand upon the rod and without any exer-
tion drew it out of the ground. Jethro was very much
surprised at this occurrence ; but after the first emotions
had subsided, he acquainted Moses with every circum-
stance relating to this wonderful rod. The future law-
giver considering it as an assurance of the favor of
heaven, immediately took the divine staff into his own
possession, which proved not only a symbol of his
authority, but the agent by which all the miracles were
performed that preceded and accompanied the great
deliverance of the Children of Israel from their Egyptian
bondage ; and its extraordinary powers were brought
into requisition at the burning bush, to convince him of
his holy mission and the certain protection which would
be extended to him by the omnipotent I Am.

Throughout the whole ancient and modern world the
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symbol of power was always a staff or sceptre. In
Egypt, Omnipotence was denoted by a sceptre crowned
with an eye. The royal sceptre of Egypt was sur-
mounted by the head of a jackal, as an emblem of the
power of Osiris. The Tau, or handled cross, was also a
staff and a cacred symbol. The same idea was con-
veyed equally by the cypress sceptre of Jupiter, the
trident of Neptune, the thyrsus of Bacchus, the club of
Hercules, the caduceus of Mercury, the mace of Thor, the
staff of the Brahmins, the Druid’s wand, and the Persian
crosier. ‘

The magical rod used in the mysteries of Osiris, and
deposited in the temple of Isis, was an acknowledged sub-
stitute for the rod of Moses, which tradition said had
been stolen from the college of Memphis. Even the
golden twig or staff of Eneas, constituted a symbol of
protection in his fearful descent into Hades, or, in other
words, his initiation into the mysteries. During the
celebration of the Dionysiaca “the thyrsus or rod of
Bacchus was elevated, to perpetuate the remembrance of
two remarkable miracles which the god was reputed to
have performed with this all-powerful instrument. On
one occasion he cast his rod upon the ground and it
became a serpent, and afterward he struck the two
rivers Orontes and Hydaspes with it, and the waters
immediately receded and he passed over dry-shod.

When Mythology became converted into romance,
we find the same virtue transferred into the wand of
the magician ; without which he would have been ac-
counted powerless, and his art vain. Even the rod of
forked hazel which, in the Middle Ages (and even to
this day), was supposed, in the hand of aun adept, to
be capable of discovering hidden treasure, or detecting
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concealed springs of water, was dignified with the name
of Moses’ rod.

From the above collection of facts and reasonings we
may gather whence our ancient brethren, whose example .
we have copied in this particular, derived the use of {
wands as ensigns of office ; for the custom unquestionably
accompanied all the genuine Masonry which we find in|
all ages of the world.

It still continues to be an emblem of authority in
every grade of civilized society, though under different
appellations. 'When wielded by a monareh, it is termed
a sceptre ; in the hands of a bishop, it is @ crosier; of a
general or marshal, a batorn ; and the civic mace of our
municipal corporations, and the constable’s stqff, have
precisely and severally the same reference ; all of which,
with the deacons’ rods, may be deduced from Moses’
rod.

All these examples bear on the masonic rod or wand,
which is used as an ensign of office and dignity. This
emblem teaches moderation to rulers and obedience to
the brethren. Subordination is the broad and imperish-
able basis on which alone can rest the stability of any
institution.

There is no one of the symbols of Masonry more im-
portant in its teachings, or more interesting in its history,
than that of the lambskin or white leather apron. "It is
impressed upon the Mason’s memory as the first gift
which he receives, the first symbol that is explained to
him, and the first tangible evidence which he possesses
of his admission into the fraternity.

‘Whatever may be his future advancement in the royal
art, into whatsoever deeper arcana his devotion to the
mystic institution or his thirst for knowledge may subse-
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quently lead him, with the lambskin apron—his first in-
vesture—he never parts. Changing, perhaps, its form
and its decorations, and conveying at each step some
new but still beaatiful allusion, its substance is still
there, and it continues to claim the honored title by
which it was first made known to him at the time of his
initiation—* the badge of a Mason.”

The apron or girdle, in ancient times, was a uni-
versally received emblem of truth and passive duty.
The Israelites, when preparing to effect their escape from
Egyptian captivity, were enjoined to eat the Passover
with their loins girded. Job is commanded to gird up
his loins like a man, when the Almighty is about to re-
ward his patience and constancy. At the consecration
of Aaron he is invested with this symbolical article of
apparel. When Samuel was reccived into the ministry,
though but a child, he was girded with a linen ephod.
David, in the height of his exultation at the recovery of
the Ark, danced before it, invested with the same gar-
ment. Elijah the Tishbite, and John the Baptist, were
both girded with an apron of (white) leather.

Among the primitive Masons, this badge received
a characteristic distinction from its peculiar color and
material ; and was, indeed, an unequivocal mark of su-
perior dignity. The investure of the apron formed an
essential part of the ceremony of initiation, and was
attended with rites equally significant and impressive.
With the Essenian Masons, it was accomplished by a
process bearing a similar tendency, and accompanied by
illustrations not less imposing and satisfactory to the
newly initiated inquirer. He was clothed in a long
WHITE robe which reached to the ground, bordered with
a fringe of blue ribbon to incite personal heliness, and
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fastened tightly around the waist with a girdle or zone
to separate the heart from the lower and more impure
parts of the body. With feet bare and head uncovered,
he was considered a personification of modesty, humility,
and the fear of God.

It was the firm opinion of the Essenes that internal
purity and rectitude of conduct were most strikingly
evinced by a person’s outward appearance. This belief
was probably derived from that famous precept of King
Solomon, who had constantly the same emblematical
reference on his lips: “ZLet thy garments be always
WHITE.”

When a candidate was initiated into the ancient mys-
teries, he was esteemed regenerate; and he was invested
with a white garment and apron as a symbol of his
newly attained purity.

Among the Greeks the garment of initiation was
white, because, says Cicero, white is a color most ac-
ceptable to the gods. This robe was accounted sacred,
and a never-failing source of protection in every emer-
gency.

In Persia the investure was exceedingly splendid, and
succeeded to the communication of light. In Hindostan
the aspirant, with similar ceremonies, was solemnly in-
vested with the consecrated sash or girdle. The
Japanese, for among them we find the mysteries, present
the candidate with a loose tunic and white apron. In
the last degree of the Druidical rites the candidate was
solemnly invested with a flowing robe of the purest white,
ornamented with amulets and gems of gold, as a badge
of the highest order that could be conferred ; for none
were admitted to the honor of this clothing, but such as
were deemed absolutely cleansed from all impurities
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both of body and mind, which could only be effected by
the process of initiation.

The masonic apron is said to be more ancient than
the badge of any other honorable institution. It was
used before the Greeks or Romans had a name. The
Argonautic expedition is now generally believed to be
only a figurative account of the Decluge, and the apron
is unquestionably more ancient than that event; it was
therefore worn before the establishment of the mysteries.
We are certain, from undeniable authority, that the apron
was the first species of clothing with which mankind
were acquainted, and was adopted before the expulsion
of our great progenitors from the Garden of Eden.
When they had violated the original compact their eyes
were opened to a sense of guilt and shame, and they saw
that they were naked. Decency suggested the neces-
sary expedient of covering themselves with aprons.
All the ancient statues of the heathen gods which have
been discovered in Egypt, Greece, Persia, Hindostan or
America are uniformly decorated with aprons. Hence
is deduced the antiquity of this article of apparel.

It is further declared to be “more honorable,” ete.
The apron appears to have been, in ancient times, an
honorary badge of distinetion. In the Jewish economy,
none but the superior orders of the priesthood were per-
mitted to adorn themselves with ornamental girdles,
which were made of blue, purple and crimson, decorated
with gold upon a ground of fine white linen, while the
inferior priests wore only a plain white one. Though
the principal honor of the apron may consist in its refer-
ence to innocency of conduct and purity of heart, yct it
certainly appears, through all ages, to have been a badge
of most exalted distinction.
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In primitive times it was rather an ecclesiastical than
a civil decoration, although in some cases the apron was
elevated to great superiority as a national trophy. 'The
royal standard of Persia was originally an apron in
form and dimensions. At this day it is connected with ec-
clesiastical honors ; for the chief dignitaries of the Church,
whenever an establishment with the necessary degrees
of rank and subordination is formed, are invested with
aprons as a peculiar badge of distinction, which is a col-
lateral proof of the fact that Masonry was originally in-
corporated with the various systems of divine worship
used by every people in the ancient world. Masonry
retaing the symbol or shadow, it cannot have renounced
the reality or substance.
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Tag Twenty-four inch Gauge and Common Gavel —Symbolism —Tradition
of King Alfred — Of Sts. Ambrose and Augustine — Cabalistic explica-
tion of the Division of the Day — Babylonians first divided the Day into
twenty-four parts — Chaldees gave the Names to the Days of the Week
— Egyptians indebted to Abrabam for their knowledge of Astronomy
and Arithmetic —Tradition why Abraham left Ur of the Chaldees —
Situation of the Lodge — Its Form — Origin of the word Lodge — Cowan,
origin of the word — Traditional Punishment of a Cowan — Veneration
for high Hills and low Valleys — Paradise stood on elevated ground —
Supports of a Lodge — Coincidences with the Ancient Mysteries — Con-
veyed the Idea of the Trinity of the Godhead — Moses had a knowledge
of the Doctrine — Wisdom, Strength and Beauty, curious coincidence —
Jacob’s Ladder — Tradition of his Journey — His Vision -— Custom of
setting up Stones in Oriental countries — Children of Seth resided on
the Paradisiacal Mount— Arabic Tradition of the Children of Seth—
Similar Hebrew Tradition — Coincidences in the use of the Ladder as a
symbol — Square — Tradition of the use of the Square in Egypt— As
an Emblem of Office— Mosaic or Musaic Pavement — Antiquity of its
use—Used by the Ancient Britons, Romans, Assyrians, Persians,
Greeks and Egyptians — Traditions of Isis— Symbolism of the Mosaio
Pavement — Blazing Star — Sabaism — The Dog Star.

THE twenty-four inch gauge is to measure and ascertain
the extent of any building, that the expenses may be ac-
curately computed. ‘Hence we derive a lesson of instruc-
tion. It recalls to our mind the division of the day into
twenty-four hours, and directs us to apportion them to
prayer, labor, refreshment and repose. It may be fur-
ther considered as the scale which comprehends the
numerical apportionment of the different degrees, accord-
ing to the several lodges.

(48)
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The common gavel isan important instrument of labor,
without which no work of manual skill can be completed.
From which we learn that skill without industry will be
of no avail ; that labor is the lot of man, for the heart
may conceive and the head devise in vain, if the hand be
not prompt to execute. |

Hume, in his History of England, says of King Alfred
who died a. p. 900, that he “usually divided his time
in three equal portions: one was employed in sleep and
the refection of his body by diet and exercise ; another,
in the dispateh of business; and a third in study and
devotion. That he might more exactly measure the
hours, he made use of burning tapers of equal lengths,
which he fixed in lanterns; an expedient suited to that
rude age, when the art of describing sun-dials and the
mechanism of clocks and watches were totally unknown.
By this regular distribution of time, though he often
labored under great bodily infirmities, this martial hero,
who fought in person fifty-six battles by sea and land,
was able, during a life of no extraordinary length, to ac-
quire more knowledge and even to compose more books
than most studious men, blessed with greater leisure and
application, have done in more fortunate ages.”

St. Ambrose, and from his example, St. Augustine,
divided every day into eight tertias of employment : eight
hours they spent in the necessities of nature and recrea-
tion ; eight hours in charity, and doing assistance to
others, dispatching their businesses, reconciling their en-
mities, reproving their vices, correcting their errors, in-
structing their ignorances, transacting the affairs of their
diocesses ; and the other eight hours they spent in study
and prayer.

" The following from the Cabalists, relative to the divis-

3
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sion of the day into hours may not be uninteresting:
% The value of the characters in the awful name of Jamg,
=, is 15, or, in other words, 946 ; and that taking any
of the names or attributes of the Deity, the Hebrew char-
acters denoting those names may be all reduced to either
the number 9 or 15, and 9+4+15=24; the former being
the seal of truth, and the latter the number of the Deity,
and by these two numbers the whole of our time is regu-
lated. Thus, if we observe, the hammer of a clock will
strike 78 [times] in 12 hours, the numerals 7 and 8 added
make 15. In the first minute of light we have 60 seconds,
in which we discover 4 times 15, the number 4 being also
symbolical. In the first quarter of an hour we have 15
minutes ; in the natural day we have 24 hours, which
being once 9, the seal of truth, and once 15, the number
of the Deity, seems intended to remind us of the faith we
ought to exercise in his unbounded goodness.”
According to Herodotus, the Babylonian priests first
divided the day into twenty-four equal parts; and sub-
sequently their neighbors, the Chaldees, who were much
addicted to astrological speculations, assigned to the
days of the week the planetary names which they still
retain. Conceiving that every hour of the day was un-
der its governing planef, by a rotary motion, they ap-
propriated to each day the name of the planet which
appeared to govern the first hour of it; whence the days
had an astronomical origin. The method was this : Be-
ginning with the first day after the Creation, and arrang-
ing the planets thus—Sol, Venus, Mercury, Luna, Saturn,
Jupiter, Mars, they named the first day after the sun.
Thus Venus would govern the second, ninth, sixteenth
and twenty-third hours ; Mercury the third, tenth, seven-
teenth and twenty-fourth ; which would consequently give
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to Luna the first hour of the second day, which was
named Dies Luna, and so on of the rest.

Eusebius says that Abraham taught the Egyptians
arithmetic and astrology, of which they were previously
ignorant. And he adds, from Eupolemus, that the pa-
triarch was on the most familiar terms with the Egyptian
priests at Heliopolis, when he dwelt there during the
famine in Canaan, and taught them many things, partic-
ularly a knowledge of the celestial sciences.

An ancient tradition assigns a reason why Abraham
left Ur of the Chaldees, as follows :

Abraham, having come to Ur of the Chaldecs from his
native country Haran,.found that they worshiped the
sun and adored it as a god, and were ignorant of the
First Cause. As was his custom, he argued with the heads
of the city, and having demonstrated their error to them,
and that the sun was only a minister and one of the in-
struments of the Almighty Creator, the king resolved to
seize him, and he was imprisoned for some days. In the
meanwhile he continued his arguments, and the king,
fearing that he might bring over his subjects to his re-
ligion and thereby occasion him the loss of his sceptre,
confiscated his property and banished him to the confines
of the Bast. Maimonides relates this story in his Guide,
testifying that he had seen it in the Gentile chronicles
and books. The Talmud has it that Nimrod had Abraham
thrown into the fire, as a punishment for his opinions;
and that God, either directly or by means of the Angel
Michael, took him from it uninjured, as he subsequently
did Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.

We commemorate the deliverance of the Children of
Israel from Egyptian bondage by the situation of our
lodges. A lodge is situated due east and west, and in
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form is an oblong square; in length, between the east
and west ; in breadth, between the north and south ; in
heighth, from earth to heaven ; and in depth, from surface
to centre. This disposition serves to indicate the prev-
alenee of Freemasonry over the whole face of the globe,
guarded by its laws and ornamented by the incorruptible
virtue of its members.

The form of the lodge ought to be a double cube, as
an expressive emblem of the united powers of darkness
and light in the Creation. This figure was esteemed sa-
cred throughout the world ; and the ark of the covenant,
and the altar of incense, were both double cubes.

The word lodge comes from the Sanscrit loga, which,
in the sacred language of the Ganges, signifies world,
of which every lodge is indeed a representation. To
what we call lodge the Persians gave the name jehan,
whence, perhaps, by corruption and pleonasm, comes our
expression, a lodge of St. John.

“ Before we had the convenience of such well formed
lodges, the brethren used to meet on the highest of hills
and the lowest of valleys. And if they were asked why
they met so high, so low, and so very secret, they replied,
‘The better to sce and observe all that might ascend
or descend ; and in case a cowan should appear, the Tyler
might give timely notice to the Worshipful Master, by
which means the lodge might be closed and the jewels
put by, thereby preventing any unlawful intrusion.’”

In Egypt, coken was the title of a priest or prince and
a term of honor. Bryant, speaking of the harpies, says :
“They were priests of the sun ; and as coken was the name
of a dog as well as a priest, they were termed by Apol-
lonius, ¢ dogs of Jove.” Now St. John cautions the
Christian brethren that “ without are dogs,” (kuon) cow
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ans or listeners, and St. Paul exhorts the Christians to
“Dbeware of dogs,” because they are evil-workers. Now,
(kuon) a dog, or evil worker, is the masonic cowan. The
above priests or metaphorical dogs were also called
Cercyonians or Cer-cowans, because they were lawless
in their behavior toward strangers.

In the lectures or examination questions in use in the
fifteenth century the following curious punishment was
inflicted on a detected cowan : “To be placed under the
eaves of the house in rainy weather, till the water runs
in at his shoulders and out at his shoes.” Hence, a listener
is called an eavesdropper.

Hills or mountains were always considered the peculiar
abode of the Deity; and hence the masonic tradition
that our ancient brethren held their lodges most fre-
quently on the highest of hills. The veneration for hills
or secret caverns induced the construction of temples for
divine worship in such situations. The custom was im-
itated in the early ages of Christianity, for our ancient
churches are usually erected on hills either natural or
artificial ; and beneath the foundations of those which
are cathedral or collegiate, crypts were usually con-
structed for private devotion and other secret purposes.

Hill and cavern temples were common in every nation
of the ancient world. Before the Flood, as we are in-
formed by tradition, mountains and hills were held in
very high estimation. The posterity of Seth—those sons
of light who practiced our sublime art in its infancy—
arc reputed to have conversed with angels on the summit
of holy mountains, in secret conclaves from which the
apostate race were carcfully excluded.

The practice must have arisen from a fixed persuasion
that the summit of mountains made a nearer approach to
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the celestial deities than the level country, and that
therefore the prayers of mortals were more likely to be
heard in such situations. And this belief might be de-
rived from the record of facts which actually took place
among the Jews. The Deity appeared in communion
with Abraham on the high peak of Moriah ; to Moses,
in a flame of fire on Mount Horeb, and amid thunder-
ings and lightnings and noises at Sinai, all of which
mountains were declared holy.

The traditional meetings of the fraternity of Free and
Accepted Masons in the lowest of valleys or sacred
crypts in these holy hills originated from an ancient be-
lief, derived from patriarchal observance and common
with all nations, that valleys were holy places. Numer-
ous instances are recorded in the Seriptures of the erec-
tion of altars for sacrificial purposes in valleys. And our
traditions further inform us that lodges were regularly
opened, by the brethren employed to prepare the mate-
rials for the Temple of Solomon, in the decp quarries‘of
Tyre.

There remains abundant evidences that high hills or
low valleys were the situations sclected for the celebra-
tion of their religious rites as in Palestine, so in Greece,
India, Egypt, Rome, China, Assyria, Britain, Mexico, and
the remote regions of Northern Europe; and where
hills did not exist they were constructed artificially.

The frequent manifestations of Jehovah’s presence on
high hills is a satisfactory solution of the veneration en-
tertained by the Israelites for such places, but the people
of other countries must have been influenced by other
reasons. The custom, existing in all nations, must have
had some great primitive starting-point, which was cither
the Mount of Paradise or Mount Ararat.
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Moses says, “ And a river went out of Eden to water
the garden ; and from thence it was parted and became into
four heads.” Paradise then must have.stood on elevated
ground, and it was consecrated in the religious estimation
of men, because it was the residence of the first pair so
long as they continued in a state of innocence. The feel-
ings of religious respect which were entertained for
mountains were rather increased than diminished after
the Flood, for the Ark rested on Mount Ararat, which
was consequently regarded as the Mount of Salvation.

The emblematical foundations or supports of a Masonic
Lodge are three pillars, denominated Wisdom, Strength
and Beauty. These three noble pillars give ita stability
which no exertion of art or ingenuity can subvert, and no
foree can overthrow. They were thus named in allusion
to the perfection with which our system has been en-
dowed by the Almighty Architect ; because, without wis-
dom to contrive, strength to support, and beauty to
adorn, no structure can be perfect.

The lectures say that these pillars are emblematical of
the three great masonic characters, whose united abil-
ities constructed the temple at Jerusalem ; for they
jointly possessed the essential properties which character-
ize the three great sustaining pillars of a lodge ; the one
had wisdom to contrive, another had strength to sup-
port, and the third possessed genius and ability to adorn
the edifice with unexampled beauty.

In the ancient mysteries these three pillars represented
the great emblematical T'riad of Deity, as with us they .
refer to the three principal officers of the lodge. In the
British mysteries the adytum or lodge was actually sup-
ported by three stones or pillars, which were supposed to
convey a regenerating purity to the aspirant, after hav-
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ing endured the ceremony of initiation in all its ac-
customed formalities. The delivery from between them
was termed a new. birth.

The corresponding pillars of the Hindu mysteries were
also known by the names of Wisdom, Strength and
Beanuty, and placed east, west and south, crowned with
three human heads. They were jointly referred to-the
Creator, who was said to have planned the great work
by his infinite wisdom, executed it by his strength, and
to have adorned it with all its beauty and usefulness for
the benefit of man. In these mysteries, Brakma, Vishnu,
Siva, were considered as a triune God, distinguished by
the significant appellation Tri-murti, or any shape or ap-
pearance assumed by a celestial being. Brahma was said
to be the creator, Vishnu the preserver, and Siva the
judge or destroyer. In the east, as the pillar of wis-
dom, this deity was called Brahma ; in the west, as the
pillar of strength, Vishnu; and in the south, as the pil-
lar of beauty, Siva ; and hence in the Indian initiations
the representative of Brahma was seated in the cast,
that of Vishnu in the west, and that of Siva in the south.
A, very remarkable coincidence with the practice of an-
cient Masonry.

The Persians, who termed their emblematical mithratic
cave or lodge the Empyrean feigned it to be supported
by three intelligencies,—Ormisda, Mithra and Mithras;
who were usually denominated, from certain character-
istics which they were supposed individually to possess,
Lternity, Fecundity and Aduthority.

Similar to this were the forms of the Egyptian deity,
designated by the attributes of Wisdom, Power and
Goodness ; and the Sovereign Good, Intellect and Energy
of the Platonists, which were also regarded as the res-
pective properties of the Divine Triad.
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It is remarkable that every mysterious system prac-
ticed on the habitable globe contained this Triad of
Deity, which some writers refer to the Trinity, others to
the triple offspring of Noah, and others to the three
sons of Adam—Abel, Cain and Seth. The oracle in
Damascus asserted that “ throughout the world a Triad
shines forth, which resolves tiself into a Monod,” and the
uniform symbol of this threefold deity was an equilateral
triangle, the precise form occupied by our pillars of Wis-
dom, Strength and Beauty.

Numerous passages in the writings of Moses demon-
strate that he had a knowledge of the triune personalities
of Jehovah. He uses the plural appellation of God at
least thirty times in the history of the Creation. There
exists ample reasons for believing that Moses compiled
the beginning of the Book of Genesis from preéxistent
records, and as in this book he uses language which
clearly teaches a plurality of persons in the Divine na-
ture, we are forced to the conclusion that such knowl-
edge was communicated to man in the earliest period of
his history.

The tradition was sufficiently well known to impress
its character upon the mysteries previous to the Disper-
sion, but in process of time the truc nature of the doc-
trine, in common with many other dogmas, was lost sight
of in the corruptions of the times, and at the period of
the birth of Christ was only taught within the tyled
recesses of what are now termed Masonic Lodges.

A very curious coincidence has been observed by an
English writer in respect to the Hebrew words for wis-
dom, strength and beauty, so striking is the coincidence
that it can scarcely be called accidental. =494+ Dabar,
“wisdom ; TN Qun, strength ; and =<3 Gomer beauty.

3
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Now take the initials of these words and spell them, from
right to left, according to the genius of the Hebrew lan-
guage, and you have Gob, as the archetype of that wis-
dom, strength and beauty which supports and sustains
a Masonic Lodge, and whose name is thus formed by
the initials of these attributes.

In the Ladder we find another remarkable coincidence
in the use of the same symbol, in the masonic institution
and the ancient mysteries, to inculeate the same idea.

In the Masonic Lodges the symbol has received the
appellation of Jacob’s Ladder, in consonance with a tra-
dition recorded by Moses.

Rebecea, the wife of Isaac, well knowing there was a
peculiar blessing divinely confided to her husband, was
resolved to obtain it for her youngest som, Jacob, al-
though by birthright it belonged to Esau, her first-born ;
she no sooner, by fraud, had obtained this blessing for
Jacob than he was obliged to flee from the wrath of his
brother, who proposed, in his mind, to slay him as he
journeyed to Padanaram, in the land of Mesopotamia,
where, by his parents’ strict command, he was enjoined
to go. Coming to a desert plain, and the sun being
down, he was obliged to take up his abode there for the
night, where he had the cold earth for his bed, a stone
for his pillow, and the canopy of heaven for his cover-
ing ; and as he slumbered, in a vision he saw a ladder.

Of this vision Josephus says: “Jacob imagined that
he saw a ladder placed on the earth, the top of which
reached to the skies; and that a number of figures, re-
sembling in form the human race, but far exceeding them
in size, and in the lustre of their appearance, were con-
tinually passing and re-passing uy and down the rounds -
thereof ; the Almighty avpearing in person at the top,
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and- speaking to him in these words: ‘ You, Jacob, who
are descended from Isaac and Abraham, men deservedly
famous for their faith and virtue, instead of desponding
of my care and protection, under any degree of affliction
whatever, ought rather to submit cheerfully to your pres-
ent troubles, with a firm reliance on me to extricate you
from your difficulties. Place your trust in me, and be
assured you shall experience happier days. It was I
who brought Abraham out of Mesopotamia when he was
driven from his possessions by his own family ; it was I
who showered down blessings on your father, through
the whole course of his life ; and I am determined, if you
will render yourself deserving of my favor, to transfer to
you those blessings which I formerly conferred on your
ancestors. The business which is the object of your
present journey shall succeed to your wish ; you shall be-
come the father of dutiful children, and your progeny shall
be without number. To them and their posterity will I
give this land as an inheritance; and they shall plant
colonies throughout the whole earth, and the islands, as
far as the sun extends its influence. Let nothing there-
fore discourage you ; but place an implicit confidence in
my protection, not only on the present occasion, but in
all cases in future.””

Overpowered with this effulgence of glory, Jacob
awoke. Darkness was over the face of the earth, and,
filled with reverence and godly fear, he exclaimed:
“How dreadful is this place! This is none other but
the house of God, and this is the gate of Heaven.” And
when daylight appeared, he arose and set up the stone
for a pillar and poured oil upon it, and changed the
name of the place from Luz to Bethel, or the House of
God.
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Tourists in Persia and Arabia have frequently re
marked the custom of guides and Oriental travelers, on
high roads leading to great towns, setting up a stone
when they first came in sight of the town, accompanied
with a pious ¢jaculation in token of safe arrival.

An event of such importance, connected with a very
significant emblem, which was probably a square pyra-
mid with steps on every side, might with unequivocal
effect be introduced by Jacob into the Masonry which
he taught to his children, and from them be transplanted
into the mysteries of Egypt, whence it might have been
carried into other countries, until the symbol became
common to the mysteries of all. The extended use of
the symbol would go to confirm the old and somewhat
obscure tradition, that the ascent to the summit of the
paradisiacal mount of God was made by means of a
pyramid consisting of seven steps.

The Hebrew Cabalists entertained a belief that the
paradisiacal mount was the place of residence chosen by
the children of Seth, while the contaminated descendants
of Cain resided in the plain below ; and its altitude was
said to be so great, that from its summit might be heard
the angels of heaven singing their celestial anthems be-
fore the throne of God!

An Arabic tradition says that the children of Seth
had sworn, by the blood of Abel, that they would never
leave the mountainous country which they inhabited to
go down into the valley where the children of Cain
lived ; but that, captivated with the beauty of Naamah
and the music of Jubal, they violated their oaths, went
down to the valley and intermarried with them. A
general pollution ensued, and the Flood was provided to
destroy both.
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The Hebrew traditions say, the descendants of Seth
continued in the practice of virtue till the fortieth year of
Jared, when one hundred of them, hearing the noise of
the music and the riotous mirth of the Cainites, agreed
to go down to them from the holy mountain. On their
arrival in the plains, they were immediately captivated
by the beauty of the women ; and this is what is meant by
the intermarriage of the sons of God with the daughters
of men. The example of these apostate sons of Seth was
soon followed by others; and from time to time great
numbers continued to descend from the mountain, who,
in like manner, took wives from the abandoned race of
Cain. TI'rom these marriages sprung the giants, who,
being remarkable for their impiety as for their strength
of body, tyrannized in a cruel manner and polluted the
earth with wickedness of every kind. This defection be-
came at last universal, and none were left in the holy moun-
tain except Noah, his wife, his three sons and their wives.

In the masonic system the rounds of the ladder are
said to be innumerable, but the three principal are de-
nominated Faith, Hope and Charity ; but the symbol in
the mysteries is universally furniched with seven rounds
or steps.

In the Persian mysteries the candidate was passed
through seven spacious caverns connected by winding
passages, each opening with a narrow portal, and each
the scene of some perilous adventure to try his courage
and fortitude before he was admitted into the splendid
sacellum, which, being illuminated with & thousand
torches, reflected every shade of color from the rich gems
and amulets with which the walls were copiously be-
decked. The dangerous progress was denominated as-
cending the Ladder of Perfection.
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The same ceremony was practiced in the Hindu mys-
teries. The Mahommedans have the same idea in a soul’s
passage through seven stages of purification preparatory
to its admission into the abode of light and purity. We
find the same symbol was used by the Mexicans and
Peruvians on the re-discovery of the American continent,
and the researches of tourists have brought to light this
same symbol among the ruins of American cities that
have been so long hidden from the world that not even a
tradition remains.

The hicrophant in the Grecian mysteries taught the
initiate that the oNE eternal Deity was too angust a being
to be approached by mortals ; that his dwelling-place was
in the sun, and that the hero-gods usually worshiped
were formerly living men who had been deified for their
virtues, and were dignified with the high office of medi-
ators between him and his creatures, and that through
them alone divine worship ought to be offered and human
petitions preferred ; that those tutelary deities carry
up the desires of men to heaven, and bring from thence
assurances of protection and revelations of future events,
which they communicate through the medium of dreams.

There is a remarkable coincidence between this doec-
trine and the vision of Jacob at Bethel. The ascending
and descending of the hero-gods in the character of
angelic messengers ; the knowledge imparted by dreams,
as the patriarch received his revelation, equally lead to
the irresistible conclusion that this event was embodied
in the mysteries, and that it had been placed there by
the Egyptian hierophants, who learned it from his son
Joseph, as a remarkable manifestation of the divinity
worthy of being put on record in their most sacred insti-
tutions. Thus we have a most extraordinary coincidenca
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of custom, with respect to the Masonic Ladder, existing in
every region of the world, and all equally applicable to
a gradual ascent to heaven by the practice of moral
virtue.

The Square appears to have been one of the earliest
geometrical figures which was applied to any practica-
ble purpose. And hence it became of great importance
with the first Masons, which it still retains in our lodges,
and is an emblem of morality and justice.

There is an old tradition, that owing to the overflowing
of the Nile, the ancient Egyptians were unable to find
the boundaries of their lands until the time of Euclid,
who instructed them in geometry, measured out their
land, and divided it into partitions, so that each man might
ascertain his own property.

The square, as a masonic symbol, originated in Egypt.
It was an emblem of justice, because it was the means by
which were ascertained the boundaries of lands that had
been obscured or carried away by the inundations of the
Nile.

Some of the mysteries had an officer denominated
Stolistes, who bore a square rule as the emblem of jus-
tice, and the cup of libations. His charge included
every thing which belonged to the education of youth ;
and he was also intrusted with the chief management of
sacrifices, religious festivals and secret commemorations,
the rules for which were written in hieroglyphics.

The square was the first geometrical figure which was
brought into practical use by operative Masons. In the
construction of cities and private dwellings, camps and
fastnesses, right angles were generally used ; as in the
ark of Noah, the camp of the Israelites, the cities of
Babylon and Nineveh with the temples of Egypt and
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India, or the established form of a Mason’s Lodge. Tha
square is a symbol of perfection and happiness arising
out of morality and justice, and with this meaning in
view it has been assigned to the Worshipful Master as
the badge of office.

The checkered flooring called Mosaic or Musaic work
originally represented the variegated face of the earth,
in places where the ancients used formerly to hold their
religious assemblies. This imitation was made, when
temple worship was introduced, to reconcile the people to
the change. The origin of what is called Mosaic work,
as well as the term by which it was designated, appears
to be lost through the lapse of time.

It is remarkable that this description of tesselated
pavement was in use all over the world. The Romans
left behind them many beautiful specimens, which have
been discovered in modern times, in various parts of the
British Isles, and are still preserved with great care as
invaluable relics of the state of the arts in the first ages
of Christianity. But we are furnished with records of
this kind of work at periods much more remote. In the
royal palace of Shushan, when Ahasuerus gave a royal
feast to his nobles, the bedg, or, in other words, the tri-
clinia or banqueting couches were of gold and silver,
upon a pavement of red and blue and white and black
marble. 'The voluptuous Egyptians, who exhausted their
ingenuity in the invention of new luxuries to please the
taste of a pampered nobility, used, in common with
painted walls and ceilings, the Mosaic .pavement richly
tesselated. In the palace of Cleopatra these pavements
were inlaid with precious stones. And in India the
floors of the most sacred temples, or at least the adyta,
were enriched with polished stones disposed in small
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squares or tessera, which reflected the beams of the sun
in a variety of splendid colors. The Grecks adorned
their floors, pavements of temples and palaces, with Mo-
saic or, rather, Musaic work, a work composed of
many stones, or other matters, of different colors, so dis-
posed as to represent divers shapes of ornaments, birds,
animals, geometrical figures, and so forth.

Critics are divided as to the origin and reason of the
name Mosaic or Musaic. It could not have derived its
name, as some have supposed, from the fact that the floor
of the tabernacle erected by Moses was so decorated,
because we find it in use long anterior to that time.

An old writer says that “the rural works not being
resumed in Egypt till after the Nile had quitted the
plain, they, for this reason, gave the public sign of hus-
bandry the name of Moses or Museus, saved from the
walers; and on the same account, the nine moons during
which Horus, Apollo, or husbandry continued his exer-
cises, went by the same name.” Hence originated the
fable of the Nine Muses. Isis was so far the proclama-
tion of the year, that she put on such clothes and dresses
as were agreeable to the four seasons. To announce the
beginning of spring, that overspreads and enamels the
earth with flowers and verdure, she wore carpets of dif-
ferent colors. 2

What could be more appropriate than to denominate
the variegated and beautiful face of the earth in Egypt,
during the nine months that bore the name. of Moses or
Muscus, Mosaic or Musaic work, and to give the same
appellation to its imitation !

The Egyptians, in common with other ancient nations,
held high hills and groves in superstitious veneration ;
and although in after times they quitted these favorite
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retreats and worshiped their gods in temples, still it
was natural that they should endeavor to imitate the
seenes which they venerated and had been accustomed to
contemplate in their former devotions. With this view,
then, they decorated their temples so as, in some measure,
to resemble the works of creation as exhibited in the
places where they before assembled for religious wor-
ship. And the name Mosaic or Musaic would natu-
rally oceur to them as proper to be given to this orna-
mental work, intended to represent the face of the earth
during the nine Mosaic months.

On the same prineiple the floor of a Mason’s Lodge
has been construeted, but with an entirely different ex-
planation of the symbol. The floor of the lodge is thus
in proper keeping with the rest of its decorations; for
the design would be imperfect, if a strict regard to uni-
formity and propriety had not been observed throughout
the entire arrangement. This is another striking cvi-
dence of the unity of design with which the great plan
of Freemasonry was originally constructed. How mi-
nutely soever the parts or elements may appear to be dis-
posed, they each and all conduce to the same end—the
glory of God and the welfare of man.

The Mosaic pavement is emblematical of human life,
checkered with good and evil ; the beautiful border by
which it is encompassed, those blessings and comforts
which surround us, and which we hope to obtain by a
faithful reliapce on Divine Providence, hieroglyphically
represented by the blazing star in the centre.

Sabaism, or the worship of the stars, was one of the
earliest deviations from the true system of religion. One
of its causes was the established dogma among many of
the nations of antiquity, tha® each star was animated by
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the soul of a hero-god, who had once dwelt incarnate
upon earth. Hence, in the hieroglyphical system, the star
denoted a god.

The Egyptians at an early period discovered that the
Nile began to swell at the heliacal rising of a most mag-
nificent star toward the south, which warned them to
prepare for that beneficent event by driving their cattle
to the high country, that they might remain uninjured
during the prevalence of the high waters, and retiring
themselves into towns and places of security.

They were thus induced to pay the star divine honors
and named it Sirius, from Siris, one of the appellations
of the Nile. It was also called Canicula, or the Dog-
star, because of the sultry heat which usually prevailed
at the secason of its rising, with all its disagreeable
effects, among which the tendency of dogs to become
mad was not one of the least.

The warning given by the Dog-star being their most
important concern, the Egyptians, from its rising, an-
ciently dated the beginning of their year and the whole
series of their feasts ; wherefore, instead of representing
it under the form of a star, which might not distinguish
it from another, they delineated it under the figure rela-
tive to its function and name, the Dog-star, the door-
keeper, the star which opens or shuts, closing one year,
as it were, and opening another.

Sirius, or the Dog-star, was, according to the Persians,
the sentinel of heaven and the guardian of the gods.
The sick implored his aid before dying, and gave from
his hand a little food to a dog that was led to his bed.

There cxist considerable diserepancies among Masons
as to the symbolism of the blazing star, but the concur-
rent testimony of the ancient religions, and the hiero-
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glyphic language prove that the star was the symbol of
God. It was so used by the prophets of old in their
metaphorical style. Those who give an exclusive Chris-
tian explanation of masonic symbols, regard it as em-
blematical of the star which conducted the three magi
to Bethlehem. The more universal explanation, and one
which may be received alike by all members of the
order, whatsoever may be their peculiar religious views,
is that it is an emblem of Divine Providence.



CHAPTER 1IV.

ENTERED APPRENTICE — CONTINUED.

TABERNACLE of Moses — The Israelites brought with them a Tent or Taber-
nacle out of Egypt — Tabernacle and its Furniture modeled after the
Egyptian style — Altars — Erected by various Nations — Cubical in form
— Tradition of the Delphic — Tabernacle placed East and West — Ancient
Temples so situated — East and West a peculiar Term — Examples of the
use of the Term — Explication of the Words — Dedication of Lodges —
Traditional Dedication of Lodges from the Deluge to the Present — Tra-
ditions of St. John the Evangelist ; acceptance of the office of Grand Mas-
ter — Of his Connection with the Essenes — Names by which the Society
has been known — First called Freemasons in 1440 — Tradition of the
Masons and Knights Templar — Ancient Examination Questions — 1'ra-
dition of $St. John the Baptist as an Essene — Point within a Circle —
An ancient Symbol — Coeval with the First created Man — From whence
it came, and Reasons for its adoption as a Symbol — Tradition
that the Garden of Eden was circular — Veneration for Spherical Bodies
by the Ancients — Circle a Symbol of Eternity in the Mysteries — Tower
of Babel — Tradition of the Building of Babylon — Confusion of Tongues
did not prevent Communication — Point within a Circle an Emblem of
Deity — Parallel Lines introduced by Dunckerly — Solstices — Several
Nations observed those Days as Festivals — Legend of the Tower of
Babel — Of Peleg’s Tomb discovered in Prussia — Points of Entrance, or
Twelve Original Points.

THE first public temple dedicated to the exclusive ser-
vice of God was the Tabernacle of Moses, which was
placed due east and west. This tabernacle was erected
by Moses, Aholiab and Bezaleel. A space of ground or
court was inclosed for its reception, in length one hundred
and fifty feet, and in breadth seventy-five feet. The
whole edifice was thirty cubits long, ten cubits wide, and
ten cubits high, or about fifty-two and a-halt feet long,
seventeen and a-half wide, and seventeen and a-half feet
high. The three divisions of the tabernacle were : the outer

(69)
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court, which was open to the people ; the sanctuwry, or
holy place, into which the priests were admitted ; and the
sanctum sanctorum, or holy of holies, to which none had
access but the high priest alone. The metals used in its
construction and ornament were confined to gold, silver
and brass, all the baser metals being exeluded. The ma-
terials were obtained by contributions from the people ;,
the value of which,ineluding furniture,have been computed
at one million sixty-six thousand and six hundred dollars.

The Israelites brought with them from Egypt a tent,
or tabernacle, dedicated to the god Moloch. The Prophet
Amos thus upbraids the Children of Israel: “ You have
carried about,” says he, “ during your sojournings in the
wilderness, the tabernacle of Moloch and the star of
Remphan.” It was, therefore, for the purpose of pre-
venting the Israclites from persisting in this idolatrous
practice that they were permitted to make a tabernacle
for the worship of the true and-living God, and to carry
it about in honor of him. This tabernacle was furnished
with an ark, an oracle and an alfar, like those of other
nations.

In the directions given for the construction of the tab-
ernacle, as recorded in Holy Writ, there are two things
particularly noticeable. It was to be made ‘after the
pattern of the tabernacle,” words which convey a distinct
intimation that a preéxistent tabernacle was to afford a
general outline of this new building and its furniture.
But the Mosaic tabernacle was not to be a mere repro-
duction or servile imitation of the tent previously in use :
it was to be a copy, but elaborated and more splendid,
and at the same time more perfect in its typical charac-
ter as a “shadow of heavenly things.”

Moses records a minute description of the tabernacle,
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its size, apartments, ornaments, furniture, symbols, ctc.,
with one remarkable exception—he does not give the
form of the cherubim; a fact which seems to intimate
that these figures were well known at the time—a mat ;
ter which the discoveries in Nimroud confirm, but of that /
figure hereafter.

If sufficient information could be obtained for the pur-|
pose, it would be very interesting and desirable to trace
the relation which the tabernacle built by Moses, Aho-
liab and Bezaleel, under the special direction of God,
bore to that which was brought out of Egypt by the
Hebrews. The Ante-Sinaitic tabernacle was always
called N ok-hel, “ a tent ;” the Mosaic one, formed ac-
cording to the revelations of Sinai, "Pwn mash-kahn, “a,
habitation, a dwelling.”

The tabernacle appears to have been constructed on
the plan of the Egyptian. temples, and more particularly
that of Edfou ; this latter will be noticed when we come
to the consideration of Solomon’s Temple, which was
modeled after the tabernacle. Not only the tabernacle
but its furniture and appurtenances appears to have been
of Egyptian origin, and that it was framed by Moses on
the model of some such fabric which he had observed in
Egypt, and was made with a view of indulging the Israel-
itesin the customs and modes of worship they had ac-
quired in Egypt,in so far as they were not directly sinful.

Before this period the service of divine worship was
performed on altars erected in the open air. Thus Adam,
Abel, Seth, Enoch and Noah had their several altars for
sacrifice. Abraham, in his wanderings, erected an altar
in every place where he remained for a short space of
time stationary. Isaac had an altar at Becrsheba, and
Jacob at Salem and Bethel.
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Altars were of great antiquity, as stated above, and
were originally constructed of earth or unhewn stone.
The Egyptians used them from the earliest times, while
the Persians and some other nations offered their sacri-
fices on the mountains and high hills, without any al-
tars. There was scarcely any practicable material of
which altars were not subsequently made. Some were
Hewn from single large blocks of stone, others were
formed of squared stones, and many of precious marbles ;
some were of brick, others of metal (brass, and even
gold), being probably overlaid with the metal, like the
Hebrew brazen altar and the golden altar of incense ;
others again are said to have been of wood, even in
Greece—but these were not common ; neither do these

appear to have been so which are described as having

been built with bones of animals curiously interlaced.
There were probably three kinds.of altars : where victims
were consumed by fire ; where unbloody offerings only
were made, and for incense. The Hebrews had two of
these, viz., the first and third, and the table of shewbread,
in some respects, answered for the second.

On the brazen altar the sacred fire was kept constantly
burning, both in the wilderness and the temple at Jeru-
salem, and was never to go out. It was kindled from
heaven in-the time of Aaron, of David and of Solomon,
and was not to be rekindled with strange fire, nor any
other to be used in sacrifices under the penalty of death.

The Persian usages resembled those of the Hebrews
in many particulars, their sacred fire was to be rekindled
only from the sun, or with flint, or from some other sa-
cred fire.

In form, altars possessed length, breadth, depth and
height, and therefore were cubical. This particular fig-
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ure was reputed to possess many mysterious properties
by the people of all nations. Thus many of the gods
were represented by a cubical stone. Pausanias informs
us that a cube was the symbol of Mercury, because, like
the cube, he represented truth. In Arabia,a black stone
in the form of a double cube, was reputed to be possessed
of many occult virtues. Apollo was somectimes wor-
shiped under the symbol of a square stone ; and it-is
recorded that when a fatal pestilence raged at Delphi,
the oracle was consulted as to the means proper to be
adopted for the purpose of arresting its progress, and it
commanded that the cube should be doubled. This was
understood by the priests to refer to the altar, which was
of a cubical form. They obeyed the injunction, increased
the altitude of the altar to its preseribed dimensions,
and the pestilence cecased.

The tabernacle was directed by the Almighty to be
placed due east and west, with the altar and mercy-
seat in that quarter. The erection of the tabernacle gave
a new impulse to the Jewish worship. From this time
their acts of devotion were performed with their faces
toward the west, for the tabernacle had no avenue of
access but from the east.

Moses, pursuing the practice of the Egyptians, who
always inculcated their religious theories by means of
allegory and symbol, foreseeing the difficulties which he
would have to encounter before he should arrive in the
promised land, and having already experienced the insta-
bility of the Israelites, caused the tabernacle to be
erected cast and west to excite in them a firm reliance
on the omnipotence of that God who had then lately
wrought so great a miracle in their favor, by causing a
wind to blow first east and then west, whereby they

4
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safely escaped from the Egyptians upon dry land, even
through the midst of a sea which, nevertheless, over-
whelmed and totally destroyed their pursuers. And as
they were liable to meet with many distresses in their
sojournment in the wilderness, the situation of the taber-
nacle constantly reminding them of the means by whieh
their mighty deliverance was effected, their faith would
be strengthened, and they, with a firm reliance on Al-
mighty God, be enabled to procced with resolution and
cheerfulness.

The situation of ancient temples, according to Vitruvi-
us, Clemens of Alexandria, Hyginus, Pophyry, etc., was
so contrived that, the windows being open, they might
receive the rays of the rising sun. The chief front was
toward the west, and the altars and statues being
placed in the east, those who came to worship would
necessarily have their faces toward them, because it was an
ancient custom to worship with the face toward the east.

The terms East and West have been honored with pe-
culiar notice ever since the world began, and it is from
this uniform practice of our ancient brethren that we re-
tain a regard for those points in all our ceremonies. The
Garden of Eden was placed in the East, and our first
parents were expelled toward the west. The ark of
Enoch was placed duc east and west. Judah, the most
distinguished of the tribes, had the eastern part of the
canmp assigned to him as the most honorable station. The
Children of Israel entered the promised land in the nor¢/-
east corner of it. The Gospel was first published in the
East. Jesus Christ, its divine author, was crucified with
his face to the west. Christian churches and Masonic
Lodges are built due east and west, and the eastern part
in ecach is deemed the most sacred ; and all interments of
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the dead are conducted on the same principle. Whence
then this perfect uniformity, from the Creation to the
present time? The same system is visible throughout
the works of Nature, and must therefore be referred to
the Great Creator of all things. The sun, that great
source of light and heat created for the benefit and con-
venience of man, rises in the east to open the day, gains
his meridian in the south, and retires to set in the west,
to close the labors of the day. The ancient inhabitants
of the world considered the east the face of the world
from this very appearance, and the west the back of it.
The word rendered the “ east ” in the Scriptures, springs
from a Hebrew root which denotes priority either of time
or of place, and it came to signify the east, because, by
the ancients, that quarter was deemed the front or fore-
part of the world.

Thus the Ishmaelites are said (Gen. xxv. 18) to have
dwelt before Egypt, that is to say, to the east of it. So, to
the west,is often called behind: thus, Mahanch-dan
(Judges xviii. 12) is said to be behind Kirjath-jearim ;
that is, westward of it. To indicate the north and south,
the words left and right are used. In Job xxiii. 8, 9, we
have an example : “Behold, I go forward, but he is not
there ; and backward, but I cannot perceive him : on the
left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot behold him :
he hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot see him.”
Here the four cardinal points are plainly distinguished ;
the words “ forward,” “backward,” “left” and “right,”
in our version, are intended to denote the east, west, north
and south, the spectator being supposed to look toward
the rising sun.

The Hebrew term fo: EAST, means bqfore, WEST, be-
hind ;- soutn, the right, and the NORTH, obscure or con-
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cealed. 'The last term describes the darkness with which
the first inhabitants of the earth believed the northern
part of the globe to be enveloped.

Our ancient brethren dedicated their lodges to King
Solomon because he was our first Most Excellent Grand
Master ; but modern Masons dedicate theirs to St. John
the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist, who were two
eminent patrons of Masonry—so say our modern lectures.
‘Whether the Saints John were or were not Masons is a
question of but little importance, the evidence is purely
traditional ; but the traditions can be traced for several
hundred years. We as Masons have sufficient evidence
for our purposes that they were each Essenes or Free
Masons.

There are a number of traditions connecting St. John
the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist with our order,
among them are as follows :

That from the Flood until the erection of the tabernacle
in the wilderness lodges were dedicated to Noah ; from
that time until the building of the Temple of Solomon,
lodges were dedicated to Moses ; from thence until the
time of the Babylonish captivity, Freemason’s Lodges were
dedicated to King Solomon, and from that time to the
coming of the Saviour they were dedicated to Zerubbabel
the builder of the second temple ; and from that time to
the final destruction of the temple by Titus, in the reign
of the Emperor Vespasian, they were dedicated to St.
John the Baptist.

Owing to the many massacres and disorders which at-
tended that memorable event, Freemasonry sunk very
much into decay ; many lodges were entirely broken up,
and few could meet in sufficient numbers to constitute
their legality. Under these circumstances a general
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meeting of the craft was held in the city of Benjamin,
when it was observed that the principal reason for the
decline of Masonry was the want of a Grand Master to
direct its affairs. They therefore deputed seven of the
most eminent members to wait upon St. John the Evan-
gelist, who was at that time Bishop of Ephesus, to re-
quest him to take the office of Grand Master. He
returned for answer that, though well-stricken in years
(being upward of ninety), yet having been in the early
part of his life initiated into Masonry, and still retaining
his affection for the order, he would take upon himself
that office. He did so, thereby completing by his learn-
ing what the other St. John had begun by his zeal, and
thus drew what the old Freemasons termed a line paral-
lel. He died at the advanced age of one hundred and
two years, ever since which time Freemason’s Lodges in
all Christian countries have been dedicated both to St.
John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist.

Another tradition says that St. John the Evangelist
first became connected with a lodge of Freemasons (Iis-
senes), according to masonic chronology, in the year of
Light 4037, A. . 35 ; and he thus continued until increas-
ing infirmities, and finally, death, severed the connection.

Another tradition says the institution was known in
the days of Noah as Noachidee, Sages or Wise Men ; next
as Dionysiacs, Geometricians or Masters in Israel ; next
as Hiram’s Brothers ; then, Essenes ; then, Brothers of St.
John, and finally Free and Accepted Masons, which lat-
ter cognomen they received in 1440 at Valencicnnes in
Flanders.

Another tradition says that St. John the Evangelist,
who was an Esscnian Freemason (vide Calmet), insti-
tuted a secret theological socicty with mystic rites and
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magonic emblems ; and some authors go further and as-
sert that Clement of Rome, who was the disciple of Peter
and Paul, at the death of St. John got possession of the
books and papers of the society, attached it to the Chris-
tian religion, and by means of missionaries propagated
it throughout the world ; that Polycarp was a presiding
officer, and that successive Roman emperors connived at
its existence.

Another tradition says: In the time of the Palestine
wars, the masonic knights having united with those of
St. John of Jerusalem to fight against the infidels, they
placed themselves under the protection of that saint, and
proving themselves victorious in battle, they agreed, after
returning thanks to God, that the lodges of Masons should
for ever be dedicated to God and St. John.

There are a number of other traditions which, like the
last, are not well authenticated ; it is only known that
they have been repeated for a long time, and that the
brethren in the fifteenth century placed implicit confi-
dence in them. One more of this class may, perhaps,
gratify the curious. During the First Crusade there was
a large body (one tradition says 27,000) of Scotchmen
who attracted observation, not only for their heroic
valor but because they were exelusive ; governed by pe-
culiar laws; never claiming or seeking assistance from
others ; taking eare of their own sick and wounded, but
ever ready to extend relief and assistance to those re-
quiring it ; never engaged in intestine broils, but living
and acting together as a band of brothers. Some of the
Knights Templar, desiring to penetrate the cause of their
mysterious conduct, sought and cbtained initiation ; their
reports induced others of thi ovder to follow their ex
ample, and so well pleased were they with the cere-
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monies and so deeply impressed with the utility of the
association, that a law was enacted that for the future
none but “ Brothers of Hiram” should be admitted into
the order of Knights Templar. The “Brothers,” in
turn, in compliment to the Knights adopted their patron
saint, since which time Masons’ Lodges have been dedi-
cated to St. John.

In each of these two latter traditions (whoever coined
them) there is a confusion in the use of the term St. John.
The patron saint of the Templars was St. John the Al-
moner, a very different personage from either the Baptist
or the Evangelist.

Among the test or examination questions in use in the
seventeenth century was, “ From whence came you ?
From the holy lodge of St. John.” Some time after the
revival we find the name “St. John’s Lodges” in use ;
and still later, we find the phrase, “ In the presence of
God and this right worshipful and holy lodge, ded-
icated to God and holy St. John.” It is probable that
this latter was one of Dunckerley’s improvements.

There is a tradition of St. John the Baptist which has
collateral evidence to sustain it. His father and mother
died during his minority, and he was adopted by the Es-
senes, living with them in the wilderness, and when of
proper age he was initiated in their mysteries and finally
arrived to the chief dignity of the order. Higs diet and
manner of living were perfectly conformable to the rules
of the Essenes. They lived in the country ; so did he.
They dwelt near the River Jordan and baptized their
disciples ; John did the same, and thus acquired the cog-
nomen of the Baptist. The Essenes fed on dates and
other fruits, and in many other respects agreed with the
character of John, as we find him in the gospels.
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The fact that each, St. John the Baptist and St. John
the Evangelist, were eminent Essenes, is a sufficient rea-
son why, in later times, Masons should dedicate their
" lodges to them without looking for or assigning any
others, although doubtless our ancient brethren had other
reasons.

Masonic Monitors say : “ And since their time [St.
John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist], there
is represented in every regular and well-governed lodge
a certain point within a circle, embordered by two perpen-
dicular parallel lines, representing St. John the Baptist
and St. John the Evangelist, and upon the top rests the
Holy Scriptures.”

The natural inference from the foregoing is, that the

symbol, a point within a circle, is"a new one, originating

or adopted by Masons since the days of those personages.
The fact is, that it is one of the most ancient symbols in
use. We find it occupying a prominent position among
the emblems of the ancients thousands of years anterior
to the birth of cither of the Saints John. During the
Dark Ages the symbolism of the point within the circle,
like that of the letter or symbol Y, the circumambula-
tion, ete., were forgotten, and itis only within a few years
past that antiquarian researches and scientific investiga-
tions have, as it were, re-discovered the abstruse symbol-
ism of these recondite emblems.

The use of this emblem is coeval with the first created
man. A primary idea which would suggest itself to the
mind of Adam when engaged in reflections on his own
situation, the form of the universe, and the nature of all
the objects presented to his view, would be, that e cre-
ation was a circle and himself the centre. This figure,
implanted without an effort, would be ever present in all
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his contemplations, and would influence his judgment to
a certain extent while attempting to decide on the mys-
terious phenomena which were continually before him.
Himself the centre of the system, he would regard Para--
dise as the limit of the habitable earth, and the expanse
as the eternal rcsidence of the omnipresent Deity. A
little reflection, however, would soon bring him nearer
the truth.

The Garden, of Eden was of a circular form, so says
tradition, and the tree of life was placed in the centre;
now as the fruit of this tree was reputed to convey the
privilege of immortality, the centre would hence be es-
teemed the most honorable situation and be ultimately
assigned to the Deity, who alone enjoys the attributes of
immortality and eternity ; for Adam, in his progress to
different parts of this happy abode, would soon conclude,
that however he might be deceived by appearances, /e
himself could not be a permanent centre, because he was
constantly changing his position.

To this august clrcle the two forbidden trees were the
accompanying perpendicular parallel lines, pointing out
God’s equal justice and mercy. When Adam had vio-
lated the Divine command and eaten of the tree of knowl-
edge, justice demanded that the threatened penalty
should be paid. But here mercy interposed and he was
expelled from the abode of purity and peace, now violated
by transgression, “lest he should put forth his hand and
take also of the tree of life, and live for ever” in a state
of wickedness and sin. Hence arose the masonic em-
blem of a point within a circle.

When mankind transferred their adoration from the
Creator to his works, they advanced specious reasons to
justify a devotion to spheres and circles. Every thing

4%
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great and sublime which was continually presented to
their inspection partook of this form. The sun, the un-
equivocal source of light and heat, was a primary object
of attention and became their chief deity. The earth,
the planets and fixed stars proceeding in all their majes-
lic regularity, excited admiration and implanted devout
feelings in their hearts. These were all spherical, as
was also the arch of heaven illuminated with their un-
fading lustre.

The next progressive observations of mankind would
be extended to the unassisted efforts of nature in the pro-
duction of plants and trees, and these were found to
exhibit, for the most part, the same uniform appearances.
Every fruit he plucked, every root he dug from the earth
for food, was either globular, eylindrical or conical, each
partaking of the nature of a circle. If a tree were di-
vided horizontally, the section uniformly exhibited the
appearance of a point within a succession of concentric
circles.

Similar results would be produced from an inspection
of animal bodies. The trunk is a cylinder, and the in-
testines, so often critically examined for the purposes of
augury, presented to the curious inquirer little variation
from the general prineiple. Hence statues bearing these
forms were subsequently dedicated to the gods ; a cylin-
der to the earth, and a cone to the sun, and the circle
with its centre distinctly marked, became a most sacred
emblem with every nation, adopted perhaps from the
same symbol used by their forefathers on the plains of
Shinar ; referring primarily to the immeasurable expanse
occupied by infinite space—a proper type of cternity, but
now justified by a reference to the works of Nature.

The tribes contiguous to Judea placed a jod (2) in the
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centre of a circle, as a symbol of the Deity surrounded by
eternity, of which he was said to be the inscrutable au-
thor, the ornament and support. The Samothracians had
a great veneration for the circle, which they considered
as consecrated by the universal presence of the Deity ;
and hence rings were distributed to the initiated, as
amulets possessed of the power of averting danger. The
little island of Samothrace was long the depository of
certain august mysteries, and many went thither from all
parts of Greece to be initiated. It was said to have been
settled by the ancient Pelasgi, early Asiatic colonists in
Greece. It is said that upon the Argonautic expedition,
Orpheus, an initiate of these mysterics, a storm arising,
counseled his companions to put into Samothrace. They
did so, the storm ceased and they were initiated into the
mysteries there, and sailed again, with the assurance of a
fortunate voyage, under the auspices of the Dioscuri, pa-
trons of sailors and navigation.

But much more than that was promised to the ini-
tiates. The hierophants of Samothrace made something
infinitely greater to be the object of their initiations, to-
wit, the consccration of man to Deity, by pledging them
to virtue, and the assurance of those rewards which the
Jjustice of the gods reserve for initiates after death. This
above all else made these ceremonies august, and in-
spired everywhere a great respect for them and a great
desire to be admitted to them. That originally caused
the island to be called sacred. It was respected by all
nations. The Romans when masters of the world, left it
its liberty and laws. It was an asylum for the unfortun-
ate and a sanctuary inviolable.

The mysteries among the Chinese and Japanese came
from India and had similar rites. The equilateral trian-
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gle was one of their symbols, and so was the mystical Y ;
both alluding to the Triune God and the latter being the
ineffable name of Deity, and for which symbol the mod-
ern Masons have substituted the Forty-seventh Problem of
Euelid from its similarily in shape, having lost the expla-
nation of the original symbol. A ring supported by two
serpents was emblematical of the world protected by the
power and wisdom of the Creator ; and that is the origin
of the two parallel lines (into which time has changed the
two serpents) that support the circle in our lodges.

In the Druidical rites the point within the circle and
the eube were emblems of Odin, the Supreme God, the
author of every thing that existeth, the Eternal, the An-
cient, the Living and Awful Being, the searcher into con-
cealed things, the being that never changeth.

The Hindus believed that the Supreme Being was cor-
rectly represented by a perfect sphere, without beginning
and without end. The first settlersin Egypt transmitted
to their posterity an exact copy of our point within the
circle expressed in emblematical language. DBut the
most expressive symbol to this effect used by any of the
ancients was the famous Tretaactys of Pythagoras, who
contrived not only to express the only One God residing
in the midst of eternity, but united with it an idea of the
Divine Triad and blended emblems of regeneration, mor-
ality and science. For this purpose he added to the cen-
tral jod nine other jods, disposed about the centre in
the form of an equilateral triangle, each side eonsisting
of the number four, The diseiples of Pythagoras denom-
inated this symbol Z’rigonon-mysticum, because it was
the conservator of many awful and important truths.

The point within the circle became a universal em-
blem to denote the temple of the Deity, and was referred
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to the planetary circle in the centre of which was fixed
the sun, as the universal god and father of nature ; for
the whole circle of heaven was called God. It was be-
lieved that the cenire of a temple was the peculiar resi-
dence of the Deity ; the exterior decorations being merely
ornamental. Mexico, Britain, Egypt, India, etc., pre-
sent us many remains of temples built in circular form,in
the centre of which still remains the point or emblems of
divinity.

The Tower of Babel appears to have been built of this
figure combined with the ladder of seven steps. It was
composed of enormous bricks dried in the sun, each being
nineteen and a-half feet in length, fifteen feet broad,
and seven and a-half feet in thickness. These bricks were
cemented by slime or bitumen, which was rendered
by time as hard as the substance of the brick. Three
years were oceupied in making these bricks, though the
greater part of mankind were employed in the work.

Many conjectures have been offered respecting the
magnitude of this celebrated edifice. Jerome says, from
the testimony of ocular demonstration, that it was four
miles high and of proportionable dimensions in bulk.
Others assert it of more extraordinary height. But it
must necessarily have been of very large dimensions, con-
sidering, the number of people who were upward ot
forty years engaged in its ercetion.

According to Verstegan, modernizing his language,
“The passage to mount up was very wide and great, and
went winding about on the outside : the middle and in-
ward part for the more strength being all in one mass,
and by carts, camels, dromedaries, horses, asses and
mules, the carriages were borne and drawn up: and by
the way were many lodgings and hostelries both for man
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and beast. And some authors report the space for going
up to have been so exceedingly wide, that there were
fields made all along beside the common passage or high-
way for the nurture of cattle and bringing forth of grain,
but however it were, an almost incredible great work it
may well be thought to have been.” The same author
gives a plate of this edifice in the title page to his ““ Resti-
tution of Decayed Intelligence in Antiquities,” and it is
there represented as the frustrum of a cone with seven
gradations.

Here, then, we have a superb specimen of the Point
within a Circle supporting the Seven Stepped Ladder,
delineated in characters which cannot be mistaken, ac-
knowledged by the whole race of man occupying their
united and undivided energies to confer upon it the in-
disputable qualities of magnificence and durability.

Eupolemus, writing of this tower, says : “ The city of
Babylon owes its foundation to those who were saved
from the catastrophe of the Deluge. They were giants,
and they built the tower which is noticed in history. But
the tower being overthrown by the interposition of God,
the giants were scattered over all the earth.”

The testimony of the ancient Sibylline oracles is per-
haps still more important: from Bryant’s “ Ancient My-
thology :”

“ When the tower
Rose to the skies upon Assyria’s plain,
And all mankind one language only knew ;
A dread commission from on high was given
To the fell whirlwinds, which with dire alarm
Beat on the tower, and to its lowest base
8hook it, convulsed. And now all intercourse,
By some occult and overruling power,
Ceased among men : by utterance they strove
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Perplex’d and anxious to disclose their mind ;

But their lips failed them, and in lieu of words
Produced a painful babbling sound : the place

‘Was hence call’d Babel ; by th’ apostate crew
Named from th’ event. Then sever'd far away
They sped uncertain into realms unknown :

Thus kingdoms rose, and the glad world was fill’d.”

An old tradition says that the confusion of tongues did
not entirely prevent mankind from communicating with
each other; that they contrived signs and tokens asa
means of recognition, by which they were enabled to make
known their wants without speaking, and of knowing
each other when they met in distant parts of the earth
after the Dispersion.

One further notice of the use of this figure as a symbol
of Deity by the ancients. All nations recognized as an
object of worship a great Supreme Deity by whom all that
was, was made. Another idea was that nothing possessing
life could be created without the junction of the active
and passive generative powers. And as God created all
life, he must necessarily possess within himself each of
those powers, and hence the Phallic worship, so common
among the ancient nations, the symbol of which was the
emblem that we have been considering, and which is
found in this connection in the monuments of antiquity
everywhere.

It is supposed that the addition of the two perpendicu-
lar parallel lines to the point within the circle was in-
troduced by Dunckerly, as we find no allusion to them
previous to his revision of the lectures.

It is evident that the sun, either as an object of wor-
ship or of symbolization, has always formed an important
part of both the mysteries and the system of Freemasonry.
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The particular periods when the sunreached his greatest
northern and southern declination, at the winter and
summer solstices, by entering the zodiacal signs of Cancer
‘and Capricorn, marked by the most evident effects on
the temperature of the seasons and on the lengths of the
days and nights, could not have passed unobserved. These
points, if we suppose the eircle to represent the sun’s ap-
parent course, will be indicated by the points where the
parallel lines touch the eircle, or, in other words, the
parallels will indicate the limits of the sun’s extreme
northern and southern declination, when he arrives at
the solstitial points of Cancer and Capricorn. Now these
important points fall respectively on the 21st of June and
the 22d of December. '

The Hindus, the Egyptians, the Scandinavians, in fact
nearly all the ancient nations, observed these days as
festivals. Our ancient brethren, finding that the Church
had appropriated two days near those solstitial periods
to the memory of two saints whom they believed to
have been patrons of the order, found it expedient to
incorporate those festivals by a lapse of a few days into
the masonic calendar. The 27th day of December, St.
John the Evangelist’s day, was designated as a masonic
festival as early as the twelfth century, and St. John the
Baptist’s day, the 24th of June, since A. p. 1720.

There is a legend of the Tower of Babel recited in a
degree called the Noachites or Prussian Chevaliers, and
as the crection of that tower has been treated of with
reference to its symbolic form, it may be proper to in-
troduce the legend here.

The descendants of Noah, notwithstanding God had
appointed the rainbow as a token of the covenant that
he would not again destroy the earth by an universal
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deluge, resolved to erect an edifice, which, by its height,
should place them beyond the reach of Divine vengeance.
For this purpose they assembled together in the extended
plain of Shinar. They laid the foundation and carried
on the building for ten years, at which time God, seeing
their pride, determined to interfere. He confounded
their language, and by this simple process put an end to
the design. Hence the tower was called Babel, which
signifies confusion. Some time after this Nimrod began
to establish degrees of rank among his subjects which
had not existed before. He built the city of Babylon,
and arrogated to himself the honors of divine worship.
It was on the night of the full moon, in the month of
March, that God confounded their language. And
therefore the Noachites held their grcat meetings on
that particular night, and their common monthly meet-
ings were only held when the moon was at full, and they
used no other light in their lodges. After the language
was confounded and the people obliged to scparate, each
tribe pursued his own course. Peleg, who suggested
the plan of this tower, and who had been the Grand Archi-
tect during its construction, being struck with the force of
conscience, condemned himself to a most rigorous penance.
He migrated with his followers to the north of Germany,
after having suffered great miseries and encountered
great dangers in passing the mountains and plains on his
way thither. In that part of the country which is now
called Prussia he took up his residence. Here he built
a triangular temple, where he inclosed himself that he
might be at leisure to worship God and implore him to
pardon his transgression. In the course of excavation
in the salt mines of Prussia, A. p. 553, there was dis-
covered at the depth of fifteen cubits the foundations of
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a triangular edifice, in the centre of which was a small
pillar of marble, on which the above history was in-
scribed in Hebrew characters, containing these words :
“ Here were deposited the ashes of the Grand Architect
of the Tower of Babel. God showed him mercy, because
he humbled himself.” These monuments are said to be
in the possession of the King of Prussia.

“There are in Freemasonry,” so says the System of
Lectures taught by Preston in his Chapter of Harodim,
“ twelve original points, which form the basis of the sys-
tem and comprehend the whole ceremony of initiation.
Without the existence of these points, no man ever was
or can be legally and essentially received into the order.
Every person who is made a Mason must go through
these twelve forms and ceremonies, not only in the first
degree but in every subsequent one.”

Deeming these points of the highest importance in the
ceremony, they consequently exercised much ingenuity in
giving them a symbolical explanation. The ceremony
of initiation was formerly divided into twelve parts, and
the old English Masons adopted as the symbolic refer-
ences to these points the twelve tribes of Israel. At the
union of the two Grand Lodges in 1813 these points
were abrogated and “ three” points only admitted. Nei-
ther system has ever been practiced in this country ; the
“ four perfect points” constitute an inadequate substitute
for either.

The symbolism embraced in the explanation of the
“Twelve Grand Points” doubtless may be interesting to
the reader :

1. The opening of the lodge was symbolized by the
tribe of Reuben, because Reuben was the first-born of his
father Jacob, who called him “the beginning of his
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strength,” the door, as it were, by which the Children of
Israel entered the world. He was therefore appro-
priately adopted as the emblem of that ceremony which
is essentially the beginning of every initiation. ;

2. The preparation of the candidate was symbolized
by the tribe of Simeon, because Simeon prepared the
instruments for the slaughter of the Shechemites, which
excited the heavy displeasure of his parent; and there-
fore, to perpetuate abhorrence of such cruelty, candidates
for initiation were deprived of all weapons, both offensive
and defensive.

3. The report of the Senior Deacon referred to the
tribe of Levi, in commemoration of the signal or report
which Levi was supposed to have given to his brother
Simeon when they assailed the men of Shechem at a time
when they were incapable of defending themselves, and
put them all to the sword, because of the affront which
Dinah, their sister, had received from Shechem, thé son
of Hamor.

4. The entrance of the candidate into the lodge was
symbolized by the tribe of Judah, because they were the
first to cross the Jordan and enter the promised land,
coming from the darkness and servitude, as it were, of
the wilderness by many dangerous and wearisome jour-
neys into the light and liberty of Canaan.

5. The prayer was symbolized by Zebulun, because
the blessing and prayer of Jacob were given to Zebulun,
in preference to his brother Issachar.

6. The circumambulation referred to the tribe of Issa-
char, because, as a thriftless and indolent tribe, they re-
quired a leader to advance them to an equal clevation
with the other tribes.

7. The advancing to the altar was symbolized by the
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tribe of Dan, that the candidate might be taught by con-
trast to advance in the way of truth and holiness as
rapidly as this tribe advanced to idolatry, for it was
among the tribe of Dan that the serpent was first set up
for adoration.

8. The obligation referred to the tribe of Gad, in allu-
sion to the solemn vow which was made by Jephthah,
Judgo of Isracl, who was of that tribe.

9. The intrusting of the candidate with the mysteries
was symbolized by the tribe of Asher, because he was
then presented with the rich fruits of masonic knowledge,
as Asher was said to be the inheritor of fatness and
royal dainties.

10. The investure of the lambskin, by which the can-
didate is declared free, referred to the tribe of Naphtali,
which was invested by Moses with a peculiar freedom,
when he said, “O Naphtali, satisfied with favor and
full with the blessing of the Lord, possess thou the west
and the south.”

11. The ceremony of the northeast corner of the lodge
referred to Joseph, because as this ceremony reminds us
of the most superficial part of Masonry, so the two half
tribes of Ephraim and Manassch, of which the tribe of
Joseph was composed, were accounted to be more super-
ficial than the rest, as they were the descendants of the
grandsons only of Jacob.

12. The closing of the lodge was symbolized by the
tribe of Benjamin, who was the youngest of the sons of
Jacob, and thus closed his father’s strength.
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CHAPTER V.

FELLOW CRAFT.

IxTRODUCTORY — Moses was fully acquainted with the Doctrine of Imm.r-
tality — The Educated of all Nations were aware of the Doctrine — The
Communication of this Knowledge constituted Hebrew Masonry — Tra-
ditional Precepts of Adam and Noah — The Fourth Commandment an-
te mosaic in origin — The Sabbath instituted in Primitive Times —
Days Observed by Different Nations — Tradition of Cain and Abel’s
Offering — Fellow Craft’s Lodge represents the Middle Chamber —
Pillars of the Porch — Built by Hiram — Dimensions — Ornaments —
Traditions respecting — Discrepancies in the Scriptural Account of
their Height considered and reconciled — Were Hollow — Speculations
on their Object — Traditions of Ancient Pillars —Singularity of the
Account given of Enoch by Moses — Traditions of Enoch — Knowledge
of Arts and Sciences — Piety — His Vision — Vault — Built two Pillars
— Extract from Josephus of Seth’s Pillars.

THE Jews, for five hundred years after their deliver-
ance from Egypt, have left us not a single masonic tradi-
tion beyond those appertaining to the first degree ; and
as the second degree treats upon arts and sciences, it
certainly came from a different source than the first. We
shall not here indulge in any speculationsas to the origin
of the second degree, but in pursuance of our plan notice
such traditions as are applicable to it, with such coinci-
dences illustrative as may be deemed interesting and in-
structive.

It has been supposed that because Moses omitted all
reference to future rewards and punishments in the pro-
mulgation of the law, that he was entirely ignorant of
the immortality of the soul, and consequently of its future

71(95)
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condition. Bishop Warburton held a different opinion.
He maintained that Moses was fully acquainted with the
doctrine of a future state ; but that he studiously and of
set purpose not only avoided all reference to it in the law,
but narrated several events in very guarded language, and
with unusual brevity, in order to conceal it; and that
this was done in order to make a universal providence,
or present reward and punishment, the uniform sanction
of the law.

It is morally eertain that the intellectual and enlight-
ened few among the Hebrews, the Egyptians, Pheenicians,
Persians, Hindus, Grecians and others were aware of this
doctrine. But their dogmas on these subjects were
esoteric ; they were not communicated to the people at
large, but only to a favored few ; as they were commu-
nicated to the initiates in Egypt, Pheenicia, Greece and
Samothrace in the Greater Mysteries. The communi-
cation of this knowledge constituted Masonry among the
Children of Isracl. It is not claimed that the names of
the degrees as we have them were even known in those
ancient times ; but Masonry existed then as it exists now,
the same in spirit and at heart.

The first or initiatory degree contains the rudiments
of knowledge, and has been aptly referred to the patri-
archal dispensation, when mankind were acquainted only
with the first principles of religion and worshiped God
only in simplicity as the Creator and Governor of the
world, when his laws or precepts were few and written
in the hearts of the faithful race. These precepts, seven
in number, tradition ascribes to Adam, and reaffirmed by
Noah.

1. To abstain from idolatry.

2. To worship the true God.
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3. To commit no murder.

4. To refrain from all impure lusts.

5. To avoid all rapine, theft and robbery.

6. To administer true justice.

7. To observe the Sabbath as a day of sacred rest and
worship.

The last of these precepts has been disputed as having
been of either Adam or Noah, but, it is claimed, was first
enunciated from Mount Sinai. The language of the
% Fourth Commandment” is peculiar, and appears to be a
reiteration of a previous command. * Eemember the Sab~
bath-day, to keep it holy,” distinctly refers to a previous
knowledge of obligation; and it is the only one in the dec-
alogue that does so.

‘When in the wilderness the Lord fed the Children of
Israel with manna from heaven which they were to gather
every day except the seventh. “And Moses said, Six
days ye shall gather it ; but on the seventh day, which
is the Sabbath, in it there shall be none. And it came
to pass, that there went out some of the people on the
seventh day for to gather, and they found none. And the
Lord said unto Moses, How long refuse ye to keep my
commandments and my laws ?”

It is evident that here the Sabbath is spoken of as a
divine law with which the people were well acquainted
before the giving of the decalogue. We may therefore
conclude that this observance arose from some positive
injunction given in primitive times. That injunction we
find in Gen. ii. 2, 3 :

“ And on the seventh day God ended his work which
he had made ; and He rested on the seventh day from all
his work which he had made.

“ And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it :

5
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because that in it he had rested from all his work which
God created and made.”

And here, let the original words be as differently ren-
dered as they can be, without violence to their meaning,
they must signify thus much : that when God had, in six
days, finished the creation, he commanded that the suc-
ceeding, or seventh day, be observed by the first human
pair as a day of peculiar holiness. The original words,
the English version of which, as above, “ And God blessed
the seventh day and sanctified it,” may be rendered, “And
God ordered (man) to bless and worship on the seventh
day,” or, perhaps, the whole passage may be rendered
more correctly as follows: “ And God rested on the
seventh day from all the work which he had made; and
God caused (man) to bless and worship on the seventh
day, and ordered (him) to sanctify it.”

In support of this rendering we have not only the fact
that it is agreeable to the grammar of the original lan-
guage, but also, which is of equal consequence, that it
accords with the context and general sense of the writer.
Adam and his wife had been created on the sixth day ;
and with them God finished the work of his creation. It
is therefore highly reasonable to suppose, when God had,
on the remainder of that day, given them a view of their
situation, their circumstances and their relation to him-
self and to each other, that he should command them to
devote the day following (as the first fruits of their time)
to a grateful acknowledgment of that goodness which
gave them so happy an existence ; and that after he him-
gelf, having made the world in six days, rested on the
seventh, so they in devout remembrance of it, should for-
bear to do what was afterward to be their employment,
and give up that one day to thanksgiving and the adora-
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tion of their Creator. After this manner was the day
appointed ; and doubtless it was carefully observed, and
kept holy to the Lord.

Every wise institution must be deemed to last so long
as the usefulness of that institution continues; conse-
quently, if the usefulness of the Sabbath continues, the
Sabbath must have been designed to continue also, and
to be in force after its first observation.

Josephus says, “ There is no city, Greek or barbarian,
in which the custom of resting on the seventh day is not
preserved. Very many of the ancient writers concur in
Josephus’ testimony of the observance of the-seventh
day. At the present time the following days of the week
are set apart for public worship in different nations;
Sunday by the Christians, Monday by the Greeians,
Tuesday by the Persians, Wednesday by the Assyrians,
Thursday by the Egyptians, Friday by the Turks, and
Saturday by the Jews.

There is a remarkable tradition of the Sabbath at
Delphi ; for we are told “that in the Temple of Apollo
every seventh day was a solemn festival on which thie
priestesses ehanted peeans in honor of the serpent.”

And an older tradition says that it was on the seventh
day that Cain and Abel offered their sacrifices.

Masonie tradition says that our ancient brethren conse-
crated theseventh as a day of rest from theirlabors, thereby
enjoying frequent opportunities to contemplate the glori-
ous works of creation and to adore their Great Creator.

As in the symbolic language of Masonry a lodge of
the first degree represents the ground floor of King Solo-
mon’s Temple, so a lodge of the second represents the
middle chamber of the same edifice. In 2d Chronicles
iii. 4,17, it is recorded : “ The porch was in the front of the
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bouse ; the length of it was according to the breadth of
the house, twenty cubits ; and the height was an hundred
and twenty: and he overlaid it within with pure gold.
And he reared up the pillars before the temple, one on
the right hand and the other on the left; and called the
name of that on the right hand Jachin, and the name of
that on the left Boaz.”

And in 1st Kings vi. 8: “The door for the middle
chamber was in the right side of the house: and they
went up with winding stairs into the middle chamber,
and out of the middle into the third.”

Hutehison, in his “ Spirit of Masonry,” says, in reference
to the pillars, which were considered of sufficient import-
ance by the sacred historian to merit particular and
claborate description : “The pillars erccted at the porch
of the temple were not only ornamental but also carried
with them an emblematical import in their names : Boaz
being, in its literal translation, in thee #s strength ; and
Jachin, ¢¢ shall be established.

Of these pillars Josephus says : “ Now Solomon sent for
an artificer out of Tyre, whose name was Hiram : he was
by birth of the tribe of Naphtali, on the mother’s side
(for she was of that tribe), but his father was Ur, of the
stock of the Israelites. Thisman was skillful in all sorts
of work, but his chief skill lay in working in gold, in sil-
ver and brass, by whom were made all the mechanical
works about the temple, according to the will of Solomon.
Moreover, this Hiram made two (hollow) pillars, whose
outside were of brass ; and the thickness of the brass was
four fingers’ breadth, and the height of the pillars was
eighleen cubits, and their circumference twelve cubits ; but
there was cast with cach of their chapiters lily-work, that
stood upon the pillar, and it was elevated five cubits, round
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about which theve was net-work interwoven with small
palms made of brass and covered with lily-work. To this
also were hung two hundred pomegranates in two rows.”

Masonie tradition says that these pillars were cast on
the banks of the River Jordan, in the clayey ground be-
tween Succoth and Zeredathah, along with the holy ves-
sels for the temple worship.

As to the height of these pillars we have different
accounts in the Secriptures. In 2d Chronicles iii. 15,
it is recorded “two pillars of thirty-and-five cubits
high,” and in 1st Kings vii. 15, “two pillars of
brass, of cighteen cubits high apiece.” To reconcile
these statements we must suppose that these two pillars
were cast in one piece of thirty-five cubits in length, and
that in Chronicles this collective height is given. This
piece of brass being cut into two equal lengths formed the
two columns, which consequently were each of seventeen
and a-half cubits ; now, adding a half cubit to each as a
base, we have the eighteen cubits mentioned in Kings.
Or it may be that the round number of eighteen is used
instead of seventeen and a-half. Josephus says, as we
have quoted above, that the pillars were cighteen cubits
in height. This view of the case is sustained by the
language used in the two passages ; in Kings it is in the
singular, the height of each column, but in Chronicles it
is in the plural, pillars. Again,in 2d Kings xxv. 17, we
find *“ The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, and
like unto these had the second pillar.” The total height
of each pillar, including the chapiter, was forty feet.

The Hebrew Rabbius affirmed that “ these pillars were
Lollow and contained the plans and patterns or models
of the different members of the building, which were con-
sidered as the sceds or germs of the structure. The



102 TRADITIONS OF FREEMASONRY.

names of the pillars signified potency and perpetuity ;
the pomnegranates on their capitals or chapiters were
symbols of generation.” Hence they have been esteemed
of Phallic reference.

Various speculations have been indulged in relative to
the cause of the erection of these pillars and their sym-
bolism.

That they were placed by King Solomon at the east-
ern poreh in commemoration of that mighty east wind
by which the waters of the Red Sea were divided.

That they were placed eastward of the temple as a
memorial to the Children of Israel of the miraculous pil-
lars of fire and cloud, which had two wonderful effects—
the fire to give light to the Israclites during their escape
from their Egyptian bondage, and the cloud proved dark-
ness to Pharaoh and his followers when they attempted
to overtake them.

But why should King Selomon erect ¢wo pillars to re-
present one 2

The equinoctial points are called pillars, because the
great semicircle or upper hemisphere seems to rest upon
them. Those who assign to Masonry an astronomical
origin say the two pillars represent the two imaginary
columns supposed to be placed at the equinoxes to sup-
port the heavens.

Whatever may have been the object in the erection
of these pillars, Solomon copied from the more ancient
style ; as the antiquities found in all parts of the world
prove that it was the custom of the ancients to erect
pillars at the entranee to the porch of their temples, and
that they were generally in pairs, one on each side.

Thus the Temple of Luxor in Thebes has a grand en-
trance througl. a magnificent propylon or gateway, two
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hundred feet in front and fifty-seven feet high above the
present level of the soil. Before the gateway stand the
two most perfect obelisks that exist, each about eighty
fcet high. This temple is supposed to have been ereeted
more than five thousand years ago.

In primitive times pillars were erected for the purpose
of perpetuating remarkable events, and as monuments of
gratitude to Divine Providence for favors conferred or
for dangers avoided.

An old Pheenician tradition which has survived the
Flood says, “ Hypsuranius inhabited Tyre. He invented
huts, constructed of reeds and rushes and the papyras,
and he fell into enmity with his brother Usous, who was
the inventor of clothing for the body, which he made
from the skins of the wild beasts which he could catch.
And when there were violent storms of rain and wind
the trees about Tyre, being rubbed against each other,
took fire, and all the forest in the neighborhood was
consumed. And Usous, having taken a tree and broken
off its boughs, was the first who dared to venture on the
sca. And he consecrated fwo pillars to fire and wind
and worshiped them, and poured out upon them the
blood of the wild beasts he took in hunting. And when
these men were dead, those that remained consecrated to
them rods and worshiped the pillars, and held anniver-
sary feasts in honor of them.

Osiris set up pillars in commemoration of his con-
quests, on which were hieroglyphical inseriptions im-
porting the degree of resistance made by the inhabitants
of those countries which he subdued. The ancient kings
of Egypt followed this example, and usually engraved
records of their conquests, power and magnificence on
obelisks or pillars. Sesostris, in his military progress
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through the nations he had vanquished, erected pillarg,
on which hieroglyphical inscriptions were engraven, ac-
companied by certain emblematical devices expressive
of the bravery or pusillanimity of the conquered people.
Semiramis is said to have erected an obelisk one hundred
and twenty-five feet high.

“The most ancient way,” says Stillingfleet, “ of pre-
serving any monuments of learning in those elder times,
was by inscriptions on pillars, especially among the
Egyptians, as is evident from the several testimonies of
Galen, Proclus, Tamblichus, and the author of the book
called ‘Sapientia secundum Egyptios,’ adjoined to Aris-
totle, who all concur in this: that whatever laudable
invention they had among them, it was inscribed on some
pillars, and those preserved in their temples, which were
instead of libraries to them.” Homer says, “ They had
also pillars or obelisks on every side, on which was
delineated the whole of their knowledge.” Eusebius
says that “the Greeks received their knowledge from
the Atlantians, who left it in that country engraven on
pillars and obelisks.”

Sacred Scriptures inform us of the same custom both
in the patriarchal age and under the theocracy.

Jacob erected a pillar at Bethel and at Galeed, Joshua
at Gilgal, Samuel at Mizpeh and Shen. Numerous other
instances could be cited to prove that the custom of
erecting commemorative pillars was practiced by every
nation in the world. In this country we have the monu-
ment of “ Bunker Hill,” the obelisk at Washington, the
monument in Baltimore, ete., ete.

Solomon adopted thig custom in erecting his pillars at
the entrance to the porch of the temple, which he de-
signed should be a memorial to the Israelites as they
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entered the holy place, to warm their minds with confi-
dence and faith by this record of the promises made by
the Lord unto his father David, and which were repeated
unto him in a vision, in which the voice of God pro-
claimed (1st Kings ix. §), “ I will establish the throne of
thy kingdom upon Israel for ever.”

Before leaving the subject of pillars we must notice
the tradition of the two erected by Enoch ; not only be-
cause of the possible fact that the two pillars of Solomon
were erceted to commemorate those of Enoch, but for
the important bearing they had on a discovery that was
made about the time of the commencement of the build-
ing of the second temple at Jerusalem.

It has been heretofore remarked on page 101 that the
Hebrew Rabbins affirmed that the pillars at the entrance
to the porch of the temple contained the plans, models,
etc., of the same. Masonic tradition says that such mat-
ters were therein placed to prevent their destruction by
tnundations or conflagration.

Moses’ account of Enoch, although brief, is yet more
full than that given by him of the other patriarchs. We
are informed of Adam, Seth, and their lineal descendants
for six generations, without learning more than that the
individuval was born, had children and died at a given
age. No single remark breaks the monoteny of the de-
tail. 'We are told nothing of their character, intellect,
pursuits or prowess, but when the name of Enoch is
written this rigid rule gives way, and a few ecxpres-
sive terms convey to the mind the most exalted ideas of
his character : “ Enoch walked with God: and he was
not ; for God took him.”

With the exception of Noah, and possibly Adam, no
onc of the antediluvians has been the subject of so many

5*
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or so widely disseminated traditions as Enoch. Born in
the year of the World 622, he lived three hundred and
sixty-five years, and was translated ; which occurrence
took place, according to ancient monuments existing in the
East in the time of Eutyehius, Patriarch of Alexandria, on
Saturday after sunset, the 3d of Tisri, or 80th September.

Among the numerous traditions are : That he was the
first who invented books and different sorts of writing,
and that the alphabet was communicated to him by the
angel Gabriel, and that he was favored with no less than
thirty books of Divine revelation, and was the first who
wrote with a pen. That he taught the sons of men the
art of building cities, and enacted some admirable laws ;
that in his days one hundred and eighty cities were built
—that which was the least was Edessa. That he pointed
out to the sons of men that they should worship God, by
fasting, prayer, alms, votive offerings and tithes ; and rep-
robated drunkenness. That he discovered ihe knowledge
of the zodiac, and the course of the planets ; that he dis-
covered, or made many improvements in the science of as-
tronomy, and was acquainted with the grand period of six
hundred years, at the expiration of which the sun and moon
return to the precise situation they oceupied at the begin-
ning of it. That he was the first that took up arms in
the cause of God and religion ; for that having been sent
to preach unto and reclaim the wicked posterity of Cain,
when they refused to hearken unto him he made war
upon them, and carried off their wives and children into
slavery. That the Arch-angel Uriel, who presided over
the stars, revealed to him the nature of the month and the
tropical year. That he inherited the books of Seth and
ark of Adam, and that he lived by dint of his own labor,
ard was ¢ lailor !
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His name, in the Hebrew language, 7957 Henoch, sig-
nifies to tnitiale and to tnstruct, and seems intended to
express the fact that he was the first to give a decisive
character to the rites of initiation, and to add to the
practice of divine worship the study and application of
human science. The cabalistic book of Raziel says that
he received the divine mysteries from Adam, through the
direct line of the preceding patriarchs.

The era of Enoch, or seventh generation of man ap-
pears to have been the Augustian age of the antediluvian
world. Indian traditions unite with those preserved
in the most authentic manner in Chaldea to attest the
truth of the opinions prevalent among the Children of
Israel, that Enoch was remarkable for his astronomical
knowledge. And not only this, but architecture and juris-
prudence, mathematics and natural history had reached
such a pitch of excellence, that Berosus, with Babel re-
cords under his eye, and living in no dark age, asserts,
“From that time nothing material has been added by
way of improvement.” In addition to these scientific
attainments, corresponding literary cfforts were put forth.
Josephus and Berosus both testify that history was studi-
ously cultivated, recordsand annalsdiligently compiled,and
the teaching of science and philosophy carefully preserved.

We have the authority of St. Jude that Enoch was a
prophet, and foretold the destruction of the world by fire
and the future judgment, to be followed by an eternal
state of happiness or misery. In process of time the
wickedness of the world became so overwhelming that
even the posterity of Seth did not escape the infection.
By intermarriages with the apostate race of Cain, they
ghared in the universal infatuation, and became obnoxious
to the Divine wrath.
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It was then, according to the legend that has come to
us, partly in the Rabbinical writings and partly by ma-
sonic tradition, that Enoch, disgusted with the wicked-
ness that surrounded him,and appalled at the thought of its
inevitable consequences, and that notwithstanding his oft
repeated exhortations to them to turn from their unright-
eous ways and imitate the purity of their fathers; yet the
fascinations of pleasure had so intoxicated their senses
that the sober admonitions of reason and duty were not
regarded. It was then that Enoch called a special as-
sembly of Masons in whom he could confide, and in the
presence of Adam, Seth, Jared his father and Methusclah
his son, he enumerated the accumulating wickedness of
man, and the enormous evils which were desolating the
earth, and implored their advice and assistance in stem-
ming the torrent of impiety which threatened universal
corruption. It was here that Adam communicated that
terrible prophecy, that all mankind, except a few just
persons, should so far swerve from their allegiance to
God as to cause the destruction of all created things,
either by water or fire.

From this information Enoch, becoming seriously anx-
ious for the preservation of the sacred mysteries com-
mitted to his charge, retired to the solitude and secrecy
of Mount Moriah and devoted himself to prayer and
pious contemplation. Here on this holy mount, then first
consecrated as a patriarchal hermitage, and afterward
to be made still more holy by the sacrifices of Abraham,
of David and of Solomon, it is that we are informed the She-
kinah or sacred presence appeared to him, and gave him
those instructions which were to preserve the wisdom of
the antediluvians to their posterity, when the world, with
the exception of one family, should be destroyed.
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He dreamad that the Deity appeared to him in visible
shape, and said to him, “ Enoch, thou hast longed to
know my true name. Arise and follow me, and thou
shalt learn it.” Then it seemed to Enoch that he was
taken up and in an instant transported to a mountain,
whose summit was hid among the clouds and seemed to
reach the stars, and there he saw upon the clouds, in let-
ters of brilliant light, the awful and mysterious name,
+97, whose pronuneiation was then whispered in his
ear and he prohibited from uttering it to any man. In-
stantly he seemed to be transported from the mountain,
and to descend perpendicularly into the earth, passing
through nine subterrancan apartments, one below the
other, and each roofed with arches ; in the ninth or
lowest of which he saw, upon a triangular plate of gold
enchased with gems and precious stones, surrounded by
brilliant rays of light and lying on a pedestal of white
marble, the same Ineffable Name which he had seen upon
the mountain. Overpowered by the intensity of his feel-
ings he awoke.

Enoch accepted this vision as an inspiration indicating
the means by which the sacred mysteries should be pre-
served to those who should repeople the earth. With
the assistance of Jared and Methuselah, who were not
acquainted with his motives or object, he excavated a
vault of nine apartments in Mount Calvary to the per-
pendicular depth of eighty-one feet.

These apartments were situated one above the other,
each was roofed with an arch supported by a pair of pil-
lars as he had seen them in his vision, the lowest or ninth
being hewn out of the solid rock. In the crown of cach
arch he left a narrow aperture, closed with a peculiar
shaped stone, each of which was furnished with a ring ot
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iron, that it might be more conveniently raised when
necessary.

He then made a plate of gold in the form of an equi-
lateral triangle, cach of whose sides was eighteen inches,
which he enriched with precious stones and encrusted it
on a cube of agate. On this plate he engraved the In-
effable Name which he had seen in his vision ; and then
alone, in silence and solitude, he descended through the
nine portals into the lowest apartment and placed this
invaluable treasure upon a pedestal of white alabaster.
The pedestal was triangular and hollow, and into it, from
a creviee in the rock, flowed a stream of inflammable air,
that burned continually with a brilliant light, until after
it was diseovered in the reign of Solomon. He then
closed up the covering, the aperture and the stone that
closed it, and the great ring of iron used to raise the
stone, with the granite pavement of the temple which he
erected over the upper apartment. The deposit of this
sacred treasure was not intrusted to any human being,
that the secrets might there remain in perfect security
amid the anticipated destruction of mankind.

Then, fearing that all knowledge of the arts and sciences
would be lost in the destruction of man as foretold by
Adam, he built two great columns or pillars upon a high
mountain. Not knowing by what means the destruetion
of all mankind was to be effected, whether by fire or water,
he built one of brass to resist water and one of granite
to resist fire. Masonie readers may here find the origin
of the ritualistic phrase, “ to prevent their destruction by
conflagrations or tnundations.”

Upon the granitc column he engraved, in the hiero-
glyphics which Misraim afterward ecarried into Egypt, a
description of the subterranean apartments and of the
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treasure there deposited, and on that of brass the rudi-
ments of all the arts and sciences then known and the
great truths familiar to the antediluvian Masons.

The granite column was overturned and swept away
and worn to a shapeless mass by the great Deluge, and the
characters upon it wholly obliterated ; but that of brass, by
God’s providence, stood firm, and was afterward found by
Noah, who sought in vain for that of granite, the purport
of the inseription upon which he knew from Methuselah,
his grandfather, but not the place of the temple or the
subterranean apartments, to which he knew that inscrip-
tion would have guided him.

Josephus gives an account of these pillars and aseribes
them to the children of Seth, which does not contradict the
foregoing tradition, as Enoch was one of those children.
The account given by Josephus is as follows : “ Now this
Seth, when he was brought up and came to those years
in which he could discern what was good, he became a
virtuous man, and as he was himself of an excellent
character, so did he leave children behind him who imi-
tated his virtues. All these proved to be of good dis-
positions. They also inhabited the same country with-
out dissensions and in a happy condition, without any
misfortunes falling upon them till they died. They also
were the inventors of that peculiar sort of wisdom which
is concerned with the heavenly bodies and their order.
And that their inventions might not be lost before they
were sufficiently known, upon Adam’s prediction that
. the world was to be destroyed at one time by force of
Jire and at another by the violence and quantity of
water, they made two pillars, the one of brick, the other
of stone; they inscribed their discoveries on them both,
that in cafe the pillar of brick should be destroyed by
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the flood the pillar of stone might remain and exhibit
those discoveries to mankind, and also inform them that
there was another pillar of brick erected by them. Now
this remains in the land of Siriad to this day.”
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THE porch of King Solomon’s Temple was twenty
cubits long and ten broad, making a double or oblong
square. This was called by the Jews holy, because it
was the most perfect of all quadrangular figures except
the square, which was called most foly. And thus comes
Masonic Lodges to be called holy, from their shape-—an
oblong square or parallelogram.

Masonic tradition tells us that the ascent from the
porch or ground floor of the temple to the middle
chamber was made by fifteen steps, divided into unequal
courses. But we have no historical evidence that the

stairs were of the construction, or that the chamber was
ar
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used for the purpose indicated in the mythical narrative
as it is set forth in the ritual of the second degree. The
legend is a historical myth, in which the mystic number
of the steps, the process of passing to the chamber and
the wages there received, are inventions added to or en-
grafted on the fundamental history contained in the sixth
chapter of Kings, to inculcate important symbolic in-
struction relative to the principles of the order. These
lessons, it is true, might have been inculcated in a dry,
didactic form, but the allegorical and mythical method
adopted tends to make a stronger and deeper impression -
on the mind, and at the same time serves more closely
to connect the institution of Masonry with Solomon’s
Temple.

The analogy between the two is most strikingly illus-
trated by the triad references which are common to both.
The construction of the temple service embraced a mul-
tiplicity of ternary allusions, which could only have orig-
inated in Divine revelations that had been communicated
to man in the infancy of the world. In the system of
Freemasonry the same process has been observed, and
perhaps with the same symbolic reference in its original
inception.

A few of the ternary allusions in use among Masons
will be noticed as illustrations.

There were three places where the materials for the
temple were prepared : the quarry, forest and plain.
There are threc qualifications of a candidate: birth,
morals and age. There are three questions propounded
to which an affirmative is required before initiation, and
admission is only gained by the same alarm. There are
three moral duties, viz., to God, our neighbor and our-
selves. There are three lessons taught : secrecy, morality
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and good-fellowship. There are three qualifications of
servitude : freedom, fervency and zeal-—symbolized by
chalk, charcoal and clay. There are three theological
virtues: faith, hope and charity. Three greater and
three lesser lights ; three movable and three immovable
jewels ; three articles of furniture ; three ornaments;
three principal officers, and three symbolic degrees ;
three decorations to the pillars to the porch of the tem-
ple, emblematical of peace, unity and plenty.

On Mount Moriah, where the three great offerings
were made, viz., by Abraham, David and Solomon, three
temples were successively constructed. The first by
Solomon and the two Hirams; the second was erected
under the superintendence of Joshua, Zerubbabel and
Haggal, who filled the three great offices of priest, king
and seribe or prophet; the third by Herod, Hillel and
Shammai. The length of Solomon’s Temple was three
times its breadth; it contained three courts, and the
body of the temple consisted of three parts : the portico,
the sanctuary and the most holy place. There were
three curtains, each of three colors; three orders of
priests, and three keepers of the door. The golden
candlestick had threc branches on ecach side, and there
were three stones in each row of the high priest’s breast-
plate. The oxen which supported the molten sea were
arranged in threes, each triad looking toward one of
the cardinal points, and the vessel was made of sufficient
capacity to contain three thousand baths. To this holy
place the Children of Israel were commanded to assem:
ble three times a year at the three grand festivals: the
TFeast of the Passover, of Pentecost and of Tabernacles.

We find these allusions running all through the He-
brew history, both before and after the erection of
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the Temple of Solomon. Moses appointed by divine
authority six cities of refuge, three on cach side of the
River Jordan; forbade the people to use the fruit of
their newly planted trees till after they were three years
old ; made three witnesses necessary to establish a fact
by which the life or property of any individual was
brought in question. Elijah raised the widow’s son by
stretching himself upon the child three times. Samaria
sustained a siege of three years. Some of the kings of
Israel and Judah reigned three years, some three months,
and others only three days. And their sacred writings
had three grand divisions: the Law, the Prophets and
the Psalms.

The number three as a mystical number entered into
all of the systems of the ancient mysteries, and was uni-
versally applied to the Deity, as the equilateral triangle
was his universal symbol and conveyed the idea of the
trinity of the Godhead.

The ternary is the first of the unequal numbers. The -
triad, mysterious number, which plays so great a part in
the traditious of Asia, the philosophy of Plato, the mys-
teries of all ages, an image of the Supreme Being, in-
cludes in itself the properties of the two first numbers.
It was to the philosophers the most excellent and favorite
number, a mysterious type, revered by all antiquity and
consecrated in the mysteries; wherefore there are but
three cssential degrees among Masons, who venerate in
the triangle the most august mystery—that of the Sacred
Triad, object of their homage and study.

In geometry a line cannot represent a body absolutely
perfect. As little do two lines constitute a figure de-
monstratively perfect. DBut three lines form by their
Jjunction the TRIANGLE, or the first figure regularly per-
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fect, and this is why it has served and still serves tc
characterize the Eternal, who, infinitely perfect in his
nature, is, as Universal Creator, the first Being and con-
sequently the first Perfection.

The first side of the triangle offered to the study of
the Apprentice is the mineral kingdom, symbolized by
..... the first artificer in metals.

The second side, the subject of the meditations of the
Fellow Craft, is the vegetable kingdom, symbolized by
..... an ear of corn.

The third side, the study whereof is devoted to the
animal kingdom, completes the instruction of the Master,
and is symbolized by . . . . . son of putrefaction.

Among the Greeks, the Persians, the Hindus and the
Scandinavians, the name of Deity consisted of three let-
ters, and on the upright tablet of the king which was
discovered at Nimroud, no less than five of the thirteen
names of the great gods consisted of three letters each.

The question naturally arises, How are we to account
for the universal use and application of this remarkable
number ? We find it before the Deluge and in all the
mysteries and religious systems practiced in Europe,
Asia, Africa, America and the Isles of the Sea. Having
been venerated in the earliest ages of the world, it must
have proceeded from the Creator himself.

It is a fair deduction that the universal veneration for
the number three originated from a tradition of the Holy
Trinity revealed to Adam, and propagated by his de-
scendants through the antediluvian world. Known con-
sequently to Noah and his family, this doctrine would
spread with every migration of their posterity, and as it
certainly formed a part of that original system which is
now termed Masonry, so it was introduced into every
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perversion of that system, until the docirine of the
Divine Triad was universally disseminated in every
nation, and was admitted by every people in the world,
In successive ages the true purport became lost or mis-
understood, but the principle remained.

In the symbolism of numbers 4merican Masons regard
the number five as alluding to the five orders in architee-
ture and the five human senses.

The Druids assigned to man seven senses. Thus Talie-
sin says: “Of the seven faculties, one is what I know by
instinct ; with the second, I touch ; with the third, I call ;
with the fourth, I taste ; with the fifth, I see; with the
sixth, I hear ; with the seventh, I smell.”

The ancients represented the world by the number
five, and assigned as a reason that it represented earth,
water, air, fire, and ether or spirit. Under another as-
pect it was the emblem of marriage, because it was eom-
posed of two, the first equal number, and of three, the
first unequal number. Wherefore Juno, the goddess of
marriage, had for her hieroglyphic the number five. The
triple triangle, a figure of five lines uniting in five points,
was, among the Pythagorians, an emblem of health.

No number has ever been so universally in repute as
the septenary. The notion that some peculiar sanctity
was attached to it began to be entertained at a very
early period of the world’s history, and the veneration
for it has been transmitted through all nations to the
present day.

Noah received seven days’ notice of the Deluge ; he se-
lected of clean beasts and fowls by sevens ; the ark rested
in the seventh month, and the doves were sent out seven
days apart. The destruction of Jericho was miraculously
effected by the use of the same number ; for seven priests
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bearing seven rams’ horns for trumpets, were directed by
the Almighty to compass the city seven days, and on the
seventh to proceed around it seven times. Solomon was
seven years in building the temple ; it was dedicated in
the seventh month, and the public festivities lasted seven
days.

The Apocalypse contains seven synchronisms, which '
were preceded by a succession of woes addressed to
seven churches, recorded in a book with seven seals, de-
nounced by seven angels to the sound of seven trumpets,
and revealed by scven thunders or oracular voices. The
wrath of God against the idolatrous world is let loose
by seven angels, having seven plagues inclosed in seven
golden vials.

The foregoing are but a few illustrations of the use of
the number seven found in the holy writings. We find
this same number permeating the mysteries in all ages :
The seven Cabiri of the Pheenicians ; the seven Brahma-
dicas of the Hindus ; the seven altars, and the ladder of
seven steps of the Persians ; the seven Amaschaspands of
the Parsees ; the seven persons who returned from Caer
Sidi of the Scandinavians, ete.

The ancients record seven planets, seven metals, seven
precious stones, seven prismatic colors, seven virtues, ete.
There is a tradition common among both the Hebrews
and the Mahommedans that the body of Adam was made
of seven handsful of mold taken from the seven stages
of the earth.

An Eastern romance introduces the monstrous bird or
griffin, Simurgh, as saying : “ That she had lived to see
the earth seven times filled with creatures, and seven
times reduced to a perfect void ; that the age of Adam
would last seven thousand years, when the present race
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of men would be extinguished and their place supplied by
ereatures of another form and more perfect nature, with
whom the world would end ; and that she had seen
twelve periods, each of seven thousand years.”

The Mussulmans reckon seven worlds, seven climates,
seven seas, seven holy temples, seven heavens, and as
many hells.

Public sacrifices were considered more efficacious when
offered to the number of seven. As the sacrifices of the
children of Israel were conducted on the septenary prin-
ciple, so were those of the Hindus, the Moabites, the
Hermesians, the Sabeans, the Chinese, the ancient Mexi.
cans, ete. '

Such universal use of the number seven must have had
some great primitive starting point, which could only
have been the institution of the Sabbath or the salvation
by the ark of Noah.

The Israelites regarded the number seven as a sacred
number. The Pythagorians styled it the perfect num-
ber. They considered it worthy of the greatest vencra-
tion, and proper for religious services. Being perfect,
they affirmed that it caused all creatures to live which
were born in the seventh month. The veneration for
this number still remains ; even in this country it is vul-
garly believed that the seventh son of a seventh son will
be intuitively qualified to practice medicine. A writer
of 1660 says: “It is manifest by experience, that the
seventh male child, by just order (never a girl or wench
being born between), doth heal only with touching
(through a natural gift) the king’s evil, which is a special
gift of God.”

Among the Cabalists the septenary number denoted
universality, and the cypher seven among the Egyptians
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symbolized life. Masons are instructed that the number
seven alludes to the seven liberal arts and sciences.

A record, whieh is preserved in the Bodleian Library,
and was written about the latter end of the fifteenth cen-
tury, thus particularizes the arts invented by Masons :

“ Quest. Whatte artes haveth the Maconnes techedde
mankynde ?

“ Answ. The artes agricultura, architectura, astrono-
mia, geometri, numeres, musica, poesie, kymistrye, gov-
ernmente, and relygyonne.

i Quest How commethe Maconnes more techers than
odher menne ?

“ Answ. The hemselfe haveth alleine in arte of fyndynge
newe artes, whyche art the ffyrste Maconnes reccaved
from Godde ; by the whyche they fyndethe whatte artes
hem plesethe, and the treu way of techynge the same.
‘Whatte odher menne doethe fiynde out ys, onelyche bey
chaunce.”

In an old masonie MS. the origin of the seven liberal
arts and sciences was attributed to Euclid ; the idea must
have grown out of the tradition that Euchd was the dis-
coverer of gecometry :

“He (Euclid) commensed yn the syens seven ;
Gramatica ys the furste syens y-wysse,
Dialetica the secunde so have y-blysse,
Rethorica the thyrdde, withoute nay,
Musica ys the fourthe, as y you say,
Astromia ys the v., by my snowte,
Arsmetica the vi., withoute dowte,

Gemetria the seventhe maketh an ende.”

From the two preceding extracts it is evident that the
Masonry of the fifteenth century (as it does at this day)
inculeated the study of the liberal arts and sciences.

f
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As the plan of this work is to connect that which is
now known as Frecmasonry with antiquity, by illustra-
tions of the coincidences in the use of symbols, cere-
monies and dogmas, it will be legitimate to advert tc
the ancient knowledge of the arts and sciences.

It is difficult to conceive of a state of society in which
arts could be cultivated and yet science remain unknown.
Seldom does one branch of knowledge prosper and flour-
ish alone ; the cultivation which gives existence to one
promotes the other. Science generally accompanies liter-
ature. It is a settled point, that before the Deluge the
arts were practiced ; this implies some acquaintance with
science. Not only were dwellings erected but cities
also were built. Metallurgy was understood and prac-
ticed ; music was known, and musical instruments were
manufactured ; agricultural operations were carried on ;
and, what appears in itself to be decisive, the ark was
built, and we have not the slightest intimation of any
supernatural aid having been given in its construction.
The size and form were specified, and Noah was then left
to carry out the plan by the use of natural means.

Our attention will be first directed to literature. The
savage never improves until he comes in contact with
civilized man. Left to himself, his race is always sink-
ing to deeper degradation and final extinction. This is
probably a rule without exception. The traditions of all
savages are, on this point, in accordance with the Bible.
They tell of past days of greatness and prosperity, evi-
dently meaning civilization. The savage state, then, is
not one of nature, but of degradation, and it is in modern,
rather than in ancient times that this deplorable conse-
quence of the sin that is in man is to be looked for. The
whole history of man since the Creation has likewise
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taught us, that, ignorant of the art of writing, he would
soon become a savage ; for we are not aware that a race
of human beings, entitled to be called civilized, ever ex-
isted who were without it; and this consideration cer-
tainly renders it probable, that in this art, as in the use
of language, man in his primitive state was taught of
God.

The Grecian historians say that alphabetical charac-
ters were brought into their country by Cadmus, who is
supposed to have lived B. ¢. 1493, and that he came
from either Pheenicia or Egypt. The best authorities
concur in aseribing the introduction of letters into Egypt
to Thoth or Theut, the Hermes of Greek, and the Mer-
cury of Latin, mythology.

Diodorus Siculus informs us that the Thoth to whom
the Egyptians attributed the invention of letters was a
sacred scribe to Osiris, king of Egypt, who is said to
have been the sun of Jupiter. Of Osiris he says :
“ Above all others he most honored Hermes, one of an
admirable ingenuity and quick invention in finding out
what might bé useful to mankind. He found out letters.”
Sanchoniatho the Pheenician, whose writings are the old-
est of any that have come down to our time, with the
exception of the Holy Scriptures, says : “ From Misor
(Missaim) descended Taautus, who first invented the writ-
ing of the first letters : him the Egyptians called Thoaz,
the Alexandrians Thyoth, and the Greeks Hermes.” We
here trace a knowledge of letters up to within two gene-
rations of the Deluge. Chaldea was first peopled after
the Flood, and to that country we should look for tra-
ditional references to an early literature. Josephus in-
forms us that Abraham carried a knowledge of arithme-
tic and astronomy into Egypt. Berosus, a Babylonian
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historian, a priest of Belus, and who had access to all the
Chaldean records, in his account of the period before the
Tlood, says “that then letters and sciences, and arts of
every kind were taught.” Pliny confirms this statement
by declaring, “ As for letters, I am of opinion they were
in Assyria from the beginning.”

The Hebrew commentators on Genesis say : “ Our rab-
bins assert that Adam, our father of blessed memory,
composed a book of precepts which were delivered to
him by God in Paradise.” And Josephus says “that
the births and deaths of illustrious men [referring to
the patriarchs from Adam to Noah] were noted down
at the time with great accuracy.” Itis hence apparent
that the Greeks, Egyptians, Pheenicians, Chaldees and
Hebrews unite in ascribing the use of letters to the very
carliest period of their respective histories. The tradi-
tions of many nations have come down to us sustaining
the fact that a knowledge of writing was communicated
to Adam.

A Hindu tradition says that “aknowledge of letters
was communicated by Divine revelation.” An Egyptian
tradition says “that their god Anubis wrote annals be-
fore the Flood.”

The Chinese have traditions that the earliest race of
the nation, at a time beyond all authentic history, were
acquainted with political institutions, taught all the arts
of life, and even wrote books. Suidas, a Greek lexicog-
rapher asserts that “ Adam was the author of arts and
letters.” Strabo attributes to the earliest inhabitants of
Spain the possession of written records, the date of which
was antecedent to the Deluge. The Mahommedans have
a tradition that Adam composed poetry—some specimens
they pretend to have preserved ; and that twenty-nine
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books of revelation were made to Seth, and thirty books
to Enoch.

The Persians have traditions of the existence of books
in the earliest ages. “The first monarch of Iran, and of
the whole ecarth, was Mahabad ; he received from the
Creator and promulgated among men a sacred book in
a heavenly language.” This Mahabad was in the esti-
mation of the ancient Persians, “the person left at the
end of the last great cycle, and consequently the father
of this present world. He and his wife, having survived
the former cycle, were blest with a numerous progeny.
To improve their condition he planted gardens, invented
ornaments and forged weapons.” The ancient mythology
of India contains similar traditions. “In the days of
Buddha Guatama (Noah), when the earth poured forth
an inundation of waters, to assist him against the Assurs,
or impenitent antediluvians, five Holy Secriptures de-
scended from above, which confer powers of knowledge
and retrospection.” Again, in the first Avator of Vishnu,
we are told that the Divine ordinances which flowed from
the lips of Bramah were stolen by the demon Hayagriva,
while he slumbered at the close of a prior world. TFor
the purpose of recovering them, Vishnu became incarnato
in the form of a fish. Under that form he preserved
Menu in an ark, while the whole world was inundated by
a dcluge ; and when the waters retired, he slew the de-
mon and recovered the holy books from the bottom of
the sea.

The Chaldean records preserved by Berosus says, that
before the Flood “ Oannes wrote concerning the genera-
tion of mankind and their civil polity. In his time hap-
pencd a great deluge. The deity Cronus appeared to
him in a vision and ‘warned him- that upon the fifteenth
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day of the month Daesius there would be a flood by
which mankind would be destroyed. He therefore en-
joined him to write a history of the beginning, proce-
dure and conclusion of all things, and to bury it in the
City of the Sun, at Sippara.” The account further states
that after the Flood “ the writings were sought for and
found at Sippara, and ordered to be made known to all
mankind.”

A Mahommedan tradition says * that Abraham found
among the Sabians the long lost chest of Adam, which
contained the book of that patriarch, and likewise those
of Seth and Edris or Enoch.”

Here we find learned Chaldean, Pheenician, Egyptian,
Greek, Hebrew and Samaritan aunthors concurring with
traditions that letters were known to Adam, and were
handed down to posterity through his sons.

Some may be disposed to esteem these traditions very
lightly on account of the fabulous matter with which they
are mixed up. This is in reality no objection to the
tradition itself. We find numerous references to the
Creation and the Deluge associated with a mass of my-
thology and fable, which present to the eye of a careless
observer nothing but a jargon of absurdities, yet, the per-
sons who wrote these must have had an idea of both
these great events. So of the traditions respecting early
written books ; the persons who transmitted these to us,
however mistaken in points of detail, must themselves
have believed in the leading facts. These being so
widely disseminated is another strong argument to sus-
tain the theory that Adam had a knowledge of writing.

A knowledge of arithmetic and geometry is absolutely
necessary to the cultivation of the science of astronomy,
and as so much space has been devoted to writing, and
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inferentially to grammar, rhetoric and logic, our obser-
vations will now be principally confined to astronomy, as
illustrating the ancient knowledge of that science, and
also of arithmetic and geometry.

In the oldest existing empire in the world, China, we
find notices of astronomical science in their earliest his-
tory. The Emperor Fohi began his reign B. ¢. 2953,
or, according to the Septuagint chronology, about two
hundred years after the Deluge. He, so says the Chinese
gacred book “Chou-King,” constructed astronomical tables,
assigned a figure to the heavenly bodies and taught the
science of their motion. The solstitial and equinoctial
points were then discovered, and the actual period of the
year, consisting of three hundred and sixty-five days, six
hours, with the bissextile, as well as the lunar periods,
reconciled to the motion of the sun, were recorded.

The Persians, in the earliest period of their history,
were acquainted with astronomy. Jemsheed, who reigned
B. 0. 2110,is said to have introduced the solar year and
to have caused the first day of it, when the sun enters
Aries, to be celebrated by a splendid festival. We fur-
ther learn from the Persian books that there were for-
merly four bright stars which pointed out the four cardi-
nal points of the heavens; and it is a very remarkable
circumstance, in which chance could have no share, that
B. C. 3102 the stars Aldebaran and Antares were situated
exactly in the two equinoctial points, while Regulus and
the Southern Fish were placed in the two solstices. These
observations prove that the Persians had a knowledge of
astronomy, and recorded their observations within a cen-
tury of the Deluge. :

The astronomical tables of India prove that this sci-
ence was understood at as early a period in the world’s
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history in India as in Persia. The tables of Tirvalore,
which were brought to Europe in A. ». 1687, contain the
records of observations which coincide with B. ¢. 3102,
Their accuracy, as proved by the calculations of several
eminent astronomers, confirms the claim of these tables
to the era named.

Alexander the Great subdued Babylon 8. ¢. 331. The
priests of Belus then exhibited to him tables containing
the observations of the Chaldean astronomers for a pe-
riod of nineteen hundred and three years previous to
that time. The Chaldees were acquainted with the pe-
riod of six hundred years, and they calculated the return
of comets, and possessed a rich fund of astronomical
knowledge which could only be obtained at an era in
which this sublime science had been previously cultivated
and improved by a long-continued series of effort and
observation. That the ancient Egyptians were acquainted
with astronomy cannot be doubted, when it is consid-
ered that they were the instructors of Greece, and in-
deed of all Europe, in this and other sciences. They
appear to have had traditions of the existence of this
science extending back to the time of Vulean, who, in
all probability, is the same with Tubal-Cain ; and they
helieve that it was cultivated among them by Thoth the
grandson of Ham.

The Hebrews entertained similar views of the ac-
quaintance of their ancestors with astronomy. Josephus
assures us that the children of Seth “ were the inventors
of that peculiar sort of wisdom which is concerned with
the heavenly bodies and their oxder,” and they took care
to record their discoveries that they might not be lost to
posterity.

A masonic MS. written in the tenth century and de-
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posited in the British Museum, contains a tradition that
Abraham taught the Egyptians the seven liberal arts and
sciences.

Eupolemus says, that “in the tenth gencration (after
the Flood), in the city of Camarina of Babylonia, which
some call the city of Uric and which signifies a city of
the Chaldces, the thirteenth in descent, lived Abraham,
of a noble race and superior to all others in wisdom, of
whom they related that he was the inventor of astrology
and Chaldean magic ; and that on account of his eminent
piety he was esteemed of God. It is further said that,
under the directions of God, he removed and lived in
Pheenicia, and there taught the Pheenicians the motions
of the sun and moon and all other things; for which
reason he was held in great reverence by their king.”’

Berosus also, speaking of Abraham, says that “after
the-Deluge, in the tenth generation, was a certain man
among the Chaldecs renowned for his justice and great
exploits, and for his skill in the celestial sciences.”

Josephus adds his testimony relative to Abraham’s
knowledge of astronomy ; he says, “He communicated
unto them arithmetic, and delivered unto them the science
of astronomy ; for before Abraham came into Egypt they
were unacquainted with those parts of learning ; for
that science came from the Chaldees into Egypt, and
from thence to the Greeks also.”

Astronomy, or astrology as the science was termed for
many ages, was intimately connected with the religion of
the Zabii (Sabians), worshipers of the host of heaven.
From the cities of Ur and Babylon, northward to the
remotest regions of Caucasus and the Scythian nomades,
and southward to the shores of the Erythrian ocean, the
nations adored the sun, the moon and the host of heaven.

G*
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Such, undoubtedly, was the first deviation from the wor-
ship of the true God. 'We can readily conceive how this
was brought about among a people who, imagining them-
selves taught from heaven, mistook the sign for the cause.

It is recorded in Genesis, i. 14 : “ And God said, Let
there be lights in the firmament of the heaven, to divide
the day from the night ; and let them be for signs, and
for seasons, and for days and years.” 'The attention of
mankind was thus directed to the movements of the ce-
lestial bodies.

The periodieal ascension and departure of certain stars,
or groups of stars, having been remarked to be the invari-
able forerunners, and others the never-failing concomit-
ants of the annual changes of the seasons, began,in time,
to be regarded as the cause instead of the sign by which
their agricultural, marine and other operations in life
were to beregulated. These movements soon became as-
sociated in their minds with the fates of individuals and
empires ; those who pointed out their unerring courses,
and formed those highly useful associations of works
and days became the honored interpreters of the scerets
of nature, or the will of Heaven ; and thus arose the sci-
ence of astrology, or astronomy, after the Deluge.

In the absence of instruments wherewith to measure
time, the ancients adopted a device both simple and in-
genious to divide the zodiac into twelve equal parts
They took a vessel with a small hole in the bottom, and
having filled it with water suffered the same to distil,
drop by drop, into another vessel sct beneath to receive
it, beginning at the moment when some star rose and
continuing till it rose the next following night when it
would have performed onc complete revolution in the
heavens. The water falling down into the receiver they
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divided it into twelve equal parts; and having twelve
other small vessels in readiness, each of them capable of
containing one part, they again poured all the water into
the upper vessel ; and observing the rising of some star
in the zodiac, at the same time suffered the water to drop
into one of the small vessels, and as soon as it was
full they removed it and set an empty one in its place.
Just as each vessel was full they took notice what star
of the zodiac rose at that time, and thus eontinued
the process through the year until the twelve vessels
were filled.

Thus the zodiac was divided into twelve equal portions
corresponding to the twelve months of the year, com-
mencing at the vernal equinox. Each of these portions
served as the visible representative or sign of the month
it appeared in. All those stars in the zodiac which were
observed to rise while the first vessel was filling were
constellated and included in the first sign and called
Aries,an animal held in great esteem by the shepherds of
Chaldea. All those stars+in the zodiac which rose while
the second vessel was filling were constellated and in-
cluded in the second sign, which, for a similar reason,
was denominated Zaurus. The third was called Geminz,
in allusion to the fwin season of the flocks. Thus each
sign of thirty degrees in the zodiac received a distinctive
appellation, whieh names, in addition to those named,
were, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius,
Capricornus, Aquarius and Pisces ; and which names
have ever been retained, although the constellations
themselves have since left their nominal signs more than
thirty degrees behind.

The art of combining sounds agreeable to the ear ap-
pears to have been practiced very soon after the Creation.
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Moses tells us that Jubal, the son of Lamech and halfs
brother of Tubal-Cain, was “the father of all such ag
handle the harp and orgaun.”

The Chinese traditions ascribe the discovery of music
to Eve. They say the instruments seng and hoang served
her to communicate with the eight winds. That by
means of the Lonene, or double flute, she united all sounds
into one ; that she had a guitar of five strings which she
called se,; that she made another of fifty strings whose
sound was so affecting that it could not be borne, where-
fore she reduced the strings to twenty-five, to diminish
their force.

The harp of the present age is the same in shape and
general make as that used by the Egyptians four thousand
or more years ago. The discoveries in Nimroud prove that
the ancient Chaldees had a variety of musical instru-
ments. The savages in Central Africa, in the “Isles of
the Sea,” the ancient Mexican and Pernvian races, and
the Indian tribes of North America, all were found to be
in possession of musical instruments when first visited
by the white race.

Did God place man upon earth, elevated in the scale
of being above the beasts only by his posture and capa-
city, to acquire the arts of civilized life? or, Was he
created with o knowledge of arts and sciences? are ques-
tions which have received the attention of the learned
for many ages. It is not proposed to discuss the ques-
tion in these pages, or to cite arguments pro or con, but
to give the masonic idea.

Nothing can be more explicit than the information
which is afforded by that great light in Masonry, the
Holy Bible. From it we learn that man was created in
the-image of God, and although he afterward fell into
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gin, nevertheless his character is exhibited as replete
with intelligence and distinguished by the constant
exercise of superior talent and energy. We suppose
that Adam was created a perfect man, not only in his
form, but also in the accomplishments of his mind ; for, to
imagine that he came from the Divine hand in a state of
stupidity and ignorance, would be doubting the goodness
of the Creator and the truth of Holy Writ. He had the
dominion over every thing upon the earth, and it was re-
ferred to himself to give names to the animal creation ;
and if we call to mind that God said, “ Let us make man
in our own image,” we cannot but allow that he was wise
and endowed with all the knowledge that his finite state
was capable of receiving, because making him in his own
image could not regard his corporeal but his mental
state alone. Such is the ideca inculcated by masonic
traditions.

The next symbol that claims attention in pursuance of
our plan is the emblem of Plenty. It is an ear of corn
suspended near a waterfall. Two reasons are assigned
for the introduction of this symbol into Freemasonry.
One is, that it was intended to perpetuate the remem-
brance of the transit over the River Jordan by the armies
of Israel when they entered the land of Canaan for the
first time, under the command of Joshua. This event, so
important in the Jewish history, having taken place at
the celebration of the Passover, when the promised land
was covered with fields of ripe corn, the “ear” was as-
sumed as an emblem of that “plenty” which gladdened
their hearts after a pilgrimage of forty years in the wil-
derness, where they had been fed with manna only, and
cagerly longed for a change of food.

The other relates to a passage in the life of Jephthah,
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Judge of Israel. The Ammonites had come to make
war against the Israelites with a large army. But
‘the Israelites were without a leader, no man among them
seemed possessed of the requisite talents, eourage and
experience to defeat the large army opposed to them.
In this emergeney their attention was turned to Jeph-
thah, who was known to be a mighty man of valor. He
was of the family of Gilead, but, his mother being a Gen-
tile woman, when he grew up his brethren would not
allow him to share their father’s inheritance with them,
and drove him away. Upon this he appears to have
gathered to himself a few lawless young men and retired
with them to the land of Job, where he lived in a man-
ner that had given his name great celebrity for deeds of
daring and martial prowess. To him, therefore, the
elders of Israel sent some of their number, inviting him
to return and take upon himself the eonduct of the war.

Jephthah refused to comply with their requests except
on the eondition that his half-brother, Abeliacab, by
whose intrigues he was originally banished, was put to
death and himself invested with power as the head of
his family and tribe. These preliminaries being aeceded
to and ratified by a solemn appeal to Jehovah, Jephthah
assumed the command, and, after an unsuccessful attempt
at megotiation with the enemy, he put his army in battle
array and in a well-contested fight defeated the Am-
monites with great slaughter, captured twenty cities, and
delivered his country from all future incursions of this
people.

The character of the Ephraimites was that of a tur-
bulent and clamorous people. Jephthah had frequently
expostulated with them and tried mild and lenient means
to quiet them without avail. They became highly in-
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censed because, as they averred, Jephthah had not ealled
upon them to fight, and consequently share in the rich
spoils of the Ammonites ; they gathered together a mighty
army, crossed the River Jordan and prepared to give Jeph-
thah battle as he was returning home with his victorious
army.

The Ephraimites proceeded to expostulate with him in
haughty and overbearing language, and threatened to
burn and destroy his house by fire. Nor were taunts
withheld from the elders of Gilead, whom they represented
as being fugitives and outcasts from Ephraim and Ma-
nasseh. Finding peaceful arguments of no avail, Jephthah
brought forth the armies of Gilead, and gave the Ephra-
imites battle in a field of standing corn. After a smart
engagement the Ephraimites found themselves unable to
cope with Jephthah, and therefore they sounded a retreat
and endeavored to provide for their own safety by pass-
ing over the fords of Jordan and seeking refuge in their
own country.

Jephthah had taken the precaution to station guards at
the various fords of the river to intercept their flight
and to render permanent the effects of his victory. We
are told in the Book of Judges xii. 5, 6: “And the
Gileadites took the passages of Jordan before the Ephra-
imites : and it was so, that when those Ephraimites which
were escaped said, Let me go over ; that the men of
Gilead said unto them, Art thou an Ephraimite ? If he
said, Nay ; then said they unto him, Say now Shibboleth ;
and he said Sibboleth : for he could not frame to pro-
nounce it right. Then they took him, and slew him at
the passages of Jordan: and there fell at that time of
the Ephraimites forty and two thousand.” That test-word
was afterward used among the Gileadites to distinguish
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friend from foe, in the dark as in the light. The word
chosen by the Gileadites, meaning a stream of waters,
being the object immediately before them, was well caleu-
lated to put the Ephraimites off their guard ; other words
might have been selected which would have presented
the same diffieulty in pronunciation ; as shemash, the sun
shelosha, three ; shalsheleh, a chain, ete.; but the word
proposed was shibboleth, because of the then present oc-
casion ; the Ephraimites are put to call the stream, that
they desired to pass over by the right name, and they
could not name it. Shibboleth means ¥ ears of corn,” in
the Eleusinian mysteries.

In the adytum or sanctuary of the Egyptian Temple of
Edfou, which is supposed to have been the model of the
temple at Jerusalem, was represented the Deity, for
whose worship the temple was erected. About the
dormer of the middle chamber of Solomon’s Temple, in
plain view of all who entered, was inscribed the Ineffable
Name ; and in the place representing the middle chamber
in a Mason’s Lodge, an emblem is suspended, to which
the attention of the initiate is particularly directed,
possessing the same symbolic allusions as in the Tem-
ples of Edfou and of Solomon.

Thus the symbol is traced back to a time anterior to
that in which Abrabam left the land of Ur of the Chal-
dees and journeyed to Egypt, for the Temple of Edfou
was even then an ancient building. The triangle, with a
Jjod in the centre (A), was the original symbol; but
during the Dark Ages, when Masonry was in the hands of
unlettered men, the explanation of this symbol, as also
of some others which have been noticed, was lost or for-
gotten ; and about the time that the English word God
came into use, the letter G was substituted for the A,
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and a new explanation given. Masonry had fell into the
hands of, and for a long series of years was almost en-
tirely cultivated by, bodies of traveling architects and
builders, until it began to be considered an operative as-
sociation. An acquaintance with geometry is necessary
to a thorough knowledge of architecture, and the letter
G, being the initial of geometry, was explained as the
symbol of that science.

The letter G occupies a prominent position in several
of the degrees in the American system ; is found in many
of the degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite ; in Adonhiramite Masonry ; and, in fact, in every
one of the many systems in which the people of the six-
teenth and seventeenth centuries were so prolific in man-
ufacturing. Wherever we find this recondite symbol in
any of the masonic rites, ithas the same significance—a sub-
stitute for the Hebraic jod, the initial letter of THE DIVINE
NAME, and a monagram that expressed the UNCREATED
BEING, principle of all things ; and, inclosed in a triangle,
THE UNITY OF GoD. We recognize the same letter G in
the Syriac GAp, the Swedish Gup, the German Gorr,
and the English Gop—all names of the Deity, and all de-
rived from the Persian Goba, itself derived from the
absolute pronoun signifying HmseLr. The young Fel-
low Craft is the -representative of a student of the
sciences, and to him the letter G represents the science
of geometry. Its deeper meaning is properly reserved
for more advanced degrees.

The surface of the mountain upon which Solomon’s
Temple was built was very irregular. In order to insure
a space sufficiently capacious for the entire structure, and
to form a level site for the foundation on the eastern side,
a wall was built,up . from  the valley six- hundred feet in
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height. Josephus says the stones were fifty feet long,
twenty-four broad and sixteen thick.

The valley received the various appellations of Kidron,
Hinnom, Gehennom and Jehoshaphat.

The temple worship required offerings of animals to
be burnt upon the altar. None but such as were per-
fectly formed and healthy were considered proper to be
offered as sacrifices; the throat was first cut across to
let out the blood, the breast was next torn open to ascer-
tain if there was any disease or malformation ; if so, the
animal was rejected as unfit for saerifice and the carcass
thrown into this deep valley. The idolatrous worship of
Moloch was performed in this valley, and being thus
desecrated and polluted, it was devoted as a receptacle
for the filth of the city. The bodies of the dead denied
the right of sepulture were thrown here, and to prevent
the contamination of the atmosphere, fires were kept con-
tinually burning to consume that which the vultures,
jackals and other beasts and birds of prey did not
devour. The masonic reader may here find a reason for
and an appropriateness in the language used in the old
covenants, “ carried to the Valley of Jehoshaphat.”

The Jews and Mahommedans each have a tradition
that the last Judgment shall take place in this valley,
and the early Christians had the same tradition, probably
growing out of the prophecy of Joel iii. 12.

The Valley of Jehoshaphat is remarkable for the peculiar
cemeteries which it contains. Like those which are found
in such great profusion and of such colossal dimensions
on the banks of the Nile, they are here hewn from the
solid limestone rock. Near the bridge which crosses the
Brook Kidron, is one go large, that some travelers have
denominated it a church. It is entered by a descending
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flight of fifty marble steps, and contains several shrines
or chapels. The builders of these ancient cemeteries are
unknown, and no vestiges remain to indicate the time of
their construction.

Scarce had our great progenitors transgressed than,
conscious of their crime and filled with shame and hor-
ror, they endeavored to hide themselves from the presence
of that Being who had been hitherto their solace and de-
light ; but, hearing his awful voice in the garden and un-
able to bear the splendor of his appearance, in an humble
and lowly posture they app<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>